








The Smday School Times 


Copyright, 1949, by The Gundry | epost in Co. Entered as second-class matter J my 


Entered as second-class matter at 


He. pest office at Philadelphia, Pa., under 
office, wa, Canada. 





ished weekly by The Sunday 


Publ School 
Times Co., 325 N. 13th St, Phila. 5, Pa., U.S.A. 


Philadelphia, December 17, 1949 


Volume Ninety-one, No. 51 





$2.50 a year, in clubs, $2 
See page 1143 





Lesson for January 1 in this issue 


Lesson 1.—The Continuing Band of Disciples. 
Acts 1; 1 Peter 2:9, 10. 
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Peace at Christmas 
By Lucy Powel 


STOOPED so low — 

This Babe — God’s only Son; 
‘Twas grace that sent the Holy One 
To give love’s fullness, without measure. 
Oh! The richness of this treasure — 

Peace from God. 
He stdoped so low — 
This Babe — the Christ of God, 
And left for man His own abode, 
To bring release to hearts of sin 
That we might know and enter in— 
* To peace with God. 
He stooped so low — 
This Babe — of virgin birth, 
Who came to walk the paths of earth 
To take us through each trial and test, 
And bid us find in Him our rest— 
The peace of God. 
He stooped so low — 
This Babe —our Saviour Lord, 
By angel hosts revered, adored. 
His hour will come to reign as King, 
With all the ransomed souls He’ll bring — 
His peace on earth. 


“ 
Atoms and Anxiety 


Not even Russia’s possession of the 
atomic bomb should make us fret. Since 
1945 that sinister weapon has cast its 
shadow over many of the joys of life; 
it appears and reappears in newspapers 
and magazines like a terrible specter, 





and runs like a grim undertone or re- 
frain through the medley of life’s pres- 
ent-day sounds. But when God invited 
His people to cast their care on Him, 
promised peace to those who trust Him, 
and warned them against fretting, He 
foresaw even the fact that Russia would 
explode her first atomic bomb in the 
summer of 1949. The Psalmist said, 
“Fret not thyself because of evildoers” 
(Psa. 37:1). It pays to dig into the root 
meanings of key words in Scripture. 
“Fret” comes from Middle English frete7, 
which meant “to eat.” The primary 
meaning of the word today is: “To eat 
away; gnaw; to wear away; rub; chafe.” 
It also means “to roughen, agitate, or 
disturb; to ripple; to tease; to irritate; 
vex; worry. To make way by corrosion; 
hence, to rankle; to chafe; fray” (Web- 
ster’s Dictionary). So the Bible is 
illuminated by the dictionary. None of 
these things should be given place in 
the mind and heart of the believer. God 
would not have us to be careless in the 
sense of being imprudent, improvident, 
and presumptuous, for He expects us to 
take whatever care and precaution is 


Levites’ 


O ONE can deny that everywhere 
N today there is a great upheaval 

of values: unrest and discontent 
rule. People want plenty of money, 
plenty to eat, and a minimum of work 
to do, and that of their own choosing. 
Was not this confusion foretold for the 
last days? 

It is restful to study in the Christian’s 
Guidebook God’s principles, as well as 
His tender care for His own. One tribe 
in Israel was set apart for doing all 
the disagreeable work of the Tabernacle 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Then said he unto me, Fear not, 
Daniel: for from the first day that 
thou didst set thine heart to un- 
derstand, and to chasten thyself 
before thy God, thy words were 
heard, and I am come for thy 
words” (Dan. 10:12). 

















compatible with obedience and faith. 
But again and again He exhorts us not 
to let anxious care get a grip on our 
minds. It is this that tears personalities 
apart and sends people to sanatoriums 
or early graves. Anyone who cultivates 
the thought of what Russia may do with 
her growing atomic stock pile is likely 
to raise a good crop of anxious care. 
But if anyone is tempted to do that, let 
him read on in the thirty-seventh Psalm: 
“Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently 
for him: fret not thyself because of him 
who prospereth in his way, because of 
the man who bringeth wicked devices 
to pass. ... . For yet a little while, and 
the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt 
diligently consider his place, and it shall 
not be. But the meek shall inherit the 
earth; and shall delight themselves in 
the abundance of peace” (vs. 7-11). Even 
the searing light of the atomic bomb will 
have to give way before the Bright and 
Morning Star, the Sun of Righteousness, 
“for as the lightning cometh out of the 
east, and shineth even unto the west; 
so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be” (Matt. 24:27). 


Work 


and Temple services: one tribe, and only 
one. They did not choose this; but God, 
who is sovereign, not only chooses work, 
but gives enormous compensations. He 
also qualifies His workers. Do not Levi 
and his descendants typify His present- 
day workers? Work and burden have 
to be undertaken, but “a burden is lighter 
if taken up than if dragged along.” 

Levi means “joined.” His mother, 
Leah, had no idea how prophetic was 
the name! (Gen. 29:34.) 

As a tribe, Levi experienced redemp- 
tion by the blood of the Passover lamb; 
and the crossing of the Red Sea was a 
symbol of redemption by power, deliv- 
erance from slavery. Yet the tribe had 
many lessons to learn before they 
reached, historically, their honored place 
in David’s and Solomon’s kingdom. The 
tribe was tested severely in the wilder- 
ness when Moses was lost to sight with 
God on Sinai and Israel demanded gods 
they could see, always the desire of 
idolaters in every age. Aaron weakly 
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collected the gold, melted it, molded it, 

and presented the calf (as in Egyptian 

worship), thereby introducing the inde- 
cent dancing and singing that followed. 
As Moses descended the mount he dis- 
cerned at once all that the scene meant 
and involved. He smashed the newly- 
given tablets of the Law, as a token 
of Israel’s wild rebellion against God. 
Then he dealt with the calf, burning it, 
grinding it to powder, and making the 
people drink it (Exod. 32:20). 

Then he dealt with the people, and 
there rang out the challenge: “Who is 
on the Lord’s side? let him come unto 
me” (Exod. 32:26), and men of Levi 
responded. The test was sharp, for the 
command was to slay all the idolaters, 
including transgressors of their own 
tribe. But they did it! 

Henceforth they were marked men. 

God knew their natural propensities 
and would fit and transform them for 
their (still unrevealed) work. 

So far,-the firstborn of all Israel were 
God's special property. “They shall be 
mine.” and one wonders how many of 
them would discuss the Tabernacle in 
its preparations and uprearing, with its 
intricate ritual, and the laws for every- 
day life. Who was going to do the work 
— were they? 

When God’s time was ripe, He spoke, 
and a full census was taken, except of 
Levi. They were separated thenceforth 
for the work. There was a threefold 
ministry: “Thou shalt ‘appoint the 
Levites over the tabernacle of tes- 
timony, and over all the vessels thereof, 
and over all things that belong to it... 
the Levites shall take it down: and... 
set it up ... and... keep the charge 
of the tabernacle of testimony” (Num. 
1:50-53). Everything belonging to it and 
its worship was to be in their charge, 
and the death penalty was incurred by 
anyone else who should “come nigh.” 
Here was privilege as well as respon- 
sibility, and in their turn the Levites 
were numbered and substituted for the 
firstborn to be God’s special tribe. 

On Him they were utterly dependent 
for housing, food, clothing, health, pro- 
tection. Did the Lord ever fail any of 
His own? He is still Jehovah, the One 
who ever was, ever is, and ever shall 
be; the same yesterday, today, and for- 
ever. - 

There were three families in the tribe, 
Kohath, Gershon, and Merari (Num. 3: 
17). There was to be no trifling with 
holy things; each family, each man, had 
specialized work. 

To the Kohathites was given the re- 
sponsibility of actually carrving the fur- 
niture (Num. 4), but not till the priests 
had covered each item. Even the car- 
riers might not gaze on the holy furni- 
ture, uncovered, of the holy and of the 
most holy place. 

The Gershonites were to serve and 
bear burdens, do porters’ work, and be 

.responsible for curtains, coverings, in- 
struments (Num, 4), a 
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The Merarites were to deal with the 
heaviest loads— boards, bars, pillars, 
sockets, everything reckoned by name 
(Num. 4). 

These three families of Levi, then, 
were responsible for the charge of “all 
their burdens.” Did they sigh and won- 
der who could carry the heavy sockets? 
When the work of erection was complete, 
the princes of the congregation came 
forward and presented wagons and oxen 
for transport ! 

“Take it of them ... and... give 
them unto the Levites, to every man 
according to his service” (Num. 7:5), 
was the command of Moses. Two wagons 
to those with the lighter load, four 
wagons to those with the heavier, in- 
cluding the sockets! 

There were no wagons for Kohathites: 
theirs was shoulder work, highest priv- 
ilege, requiring extreme care and rev- 
erence; the others had more burdens 
and less privilege. So the enabling was 
provided before the burdens had to be 

9 carried. 

Service and burden! Is not this ours 
today, in daily life, and also in what is 

(Continued on page 1139) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Westminster College and a 
Catholic Professor 


A note in the “Survey of Religious 
Life and Thought” (Oct. 8) called atten- 
tion to the report that “Professor Chris- 
tian Richard, brought up a Swiss Men- 
nonite and perverted to Roman Catholi- 
cism . . , is now professor in Westminster 
College, a Presbyterian institution in 
Salt Lake City.” President Robert D. 
Steele of Westminster College has writ- 
ten in explanation of the anomaly of a 
Catholic professor in this Presbyterian 





Coming Next Week 


HE son of a German rational- 

ist pastor was converted in a 
cabbage field. Later, while in 
business, he heard God's call to 
the mission field. How he sur- 
mounted all obstacles and, for 
twenty-five years, preached the 
Gospel to natives and British sol- 
diers in India, makes a thrilling 
story. It will be told, next week, 
in the leading editorial in THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times, under the 
title, “Samuel Habich — Pioneer in 
India.” 
Cutler Whitw~ll will conclude his 
account of “The Great Awakening 
in Los Angeles” in next week's 
issue, and Dr. Tenney’s side light 
on the current International Uni- 
form Lessons in Acts will also be 
concluded, 
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college. Dr. Richard was secured to 
teach French. He brought a letter of 
dismissal from the Hollywood Presbyte. 
rian Church to the Presbyterian church 
in Santa Barbara, Calif. After a time 
it was discovered that he was carrying 
water on both shoulders. Dr. Steele 
explains: 

“Our attitude has been and is very 
definite about the standards to be fo]. 
lowed in electing faculty. We insist on 
active members of a Protestant Evangel. 
ical Church. We have been criticized 
at times for following the standard go 
rigidly. But it is our conviction that a 
Christian college begins with a Chris. 
tian faculty. And that being a Presby. 
terian-related college representing Prot. 
estantism in this Mormon territory, we 
have even a great responsibility in this 
regard. 

“Our August bulletin carries the fol- 
lowing points: 

“1. We followed our standard when we 
elected Dr. Richard. The information 
we had indicated he was a Presbyterian, 
The facts support this. 

“2. After he arrived for duty we found 
he was not an active Presbyterian and 
that he was having theological problems. 
He did not at that time state he was a 
Roman Catholic. He did intimate he was 
resolving his problems and it looked 
as though he was returning to the Pres- 
byterian position. He actually attended 
the Presbyterian church regularly. 

“3. It was not until spring that he 
made the statement about being a Cath- 
olic. Then of course our discussions be- 
gan. And he then took his unusual posi- 
tion of being both. As you well know 
such a position is impossible. The Ro- 
man Catholic Church does not recognize 
such a double membership. 

“His resignation was of course ac- 
cepted. His term concluded as pf June 
30, 1949. The college maintained its 
standard of church membership.” 

Shortly after his dismissal Dr. Richard 
contributed an article to the Christian 
Century on “The Experience of God.” 
That publication described him as hav- 
ing “had an unusual religious experi- 
ence. As his article shows he is a Ro- 
man Catholic.” 

Westminster College, then, was obvi- 
ously deceived and should be absolved 
from any criticism on this score.—Ernest 
Gordon. 
bed 


A CORRECTION 

In a notice entitled “The Winter Con- 
ferences at Keswick, N. J.,” in the issue 
for November 19, the Tres incorrectly 
gave the position of the Rev. E. J. Pud- 
ney. Mr. Pudney is the General Secre- 
tary of the Unevangelized Fields Mis- 
sion, with headquarters at 1150 N. 63rd 
St., Philadelphia 31.. The Unevangelized 
Fields Mission has 153 missionaries 
laboring in the Belgian Congo, Brazil, 
Haiti, and British New Guinea. 
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|. The Great Awakening in Los Angeles 


How the city was stirred by the eight weeks 
of meetings led by Billy Graham 


“OQ magnify the Lord with me, and let 
us exalt his name together” (Psa. 34:3). 


ESE words of David’s are veri- 
tably the keynote which was 
sounded forth by Billy Graham, 
Cliff Barrows, and Beverly Shea during 
the great revival campaign recently con- 
cluded in Los Angeles. Throughout the 
eight wonderful weeks of this campaign 
the Lord Jesus Christ was lifted up. 

It would be impossible to relate the 
many ways by which God showed His 
favor. At a time of year when the 
weather should have been too chilly for 
a tent campaign it was ideal. When the 
weather bureau reported a heavy storm 
coming down from the North, special 
prayer went up, and, to quote the press, 
“the storm was lost at sea.” Another 
time a violent wind storm arose, mak- 
ing it unsafe to hold a meeting. Again 
the Lord was entreated and the storm 
became a calm. The meeting was held, 
and when all were out of the tent the 
storm picked up where it had left off. 
And so it went. Thousands were saved, 
and thousands came back to the Lord 
between September 25 and November 
20, when the campaign came to an end, 
but not the revival. 


The Prayer Preparation 

Five years ago, when the Christ for 
Greater Los Angeles Committee was 
formed with Clifford F. Smith, business 
executive, as chairman, a_ successful 
campaign was held with Hyman Appel- 
man as evangelist. The committee de- 
cided that they would not hold another 
campaign for five years. One year ago 
they began to work intensively for this 
campaign. Hundreds of homes through- 
out the Los Angeles area became prayer 
centers. The churches and other Chris- 
tian organizations formed prayer groups. 
One church organized fifty-eight of these 
prayer bands. The burden was for re- 
vival and for God to send an evange- 
listic team, humble in, spirit, that would 
magnify the Lord Jesus Christ and 
preach the Word. They asked for a 
campaign free from all that has often 
brought reproach upon the great work 
of evangelism. God answered by send- 
ing Billy Graham and his co-workers, 
Mr, and Mrs. Cliff Barrows and Beverly 
Shea. 

Satan was not idle. He used, so it 
seemed, every possible device to keep 
the team away from Los Angeles. The 
committee felt that thev should erect a 
tent that would seat 6,500. Attempts to 
Tent the circus lot at Washington and 
Hill Streets in downtown Los Angeles 
failed. Door after door was closed. Five 
weeks before the time planned for the 


The showers of blessing that have 
fallen on California’s great metrop- 
olis, which the secular press could 
not ignore and for which Christians 
throughout the country have praised 
God, were not the result of shallow 
praying and hasty action. A volume 
of prayer had been going up from 
hundreds of homes and churches for 
one year, and even after that the 
floodgates were not opened until 
after the first three weeks of meet- 
ings. The Editors are glad to be 
able to share with Times readers 
this comprehensive and _ inspiring 
story of the campaign by Mr. Whit- 
well, who is associated with Dr. 
Charles E. Fuller in the work of the 
Old Fashioned Revival Hour, and 
who was present at a large number 
of the meetings and interviewed the 
leaders. The second and concluding 
part of the story will be published 
next week. 








campaign no meeting place had been 
secured. Many other hindrances and 
annoyances were encountered. Clifford 
Smith said: “The more we were op- 
posed the more convinced we were that 
the Lord was with us. We continued 
to ask the Lord for an open door. When 
hope seemed all but gone the owners 
of the Washington and Hill property 
offered us the use of the lot.” 

The original plan was for a three- 
weeks’ campaign. Nothing startling hap- 
pened during that time. The press was 
not overenthusiastic. Although interest 
increased, the committee and the Gra- 
ham party were dubious as to the wis- 
dom of going beyond the set time. In 
fear and trembling, but by faith, a fourth 
week was begun. God honored this step 
of faith. 

The night of October 17 there came 
into the tent a man who has been in 
the show business over twenty years. 
He was one of Hollywood’s best known 
sportsmen and a radio star. He owned 
a racing stable and had won the Santa 
Anita Handicap with his thoroughbred 
horse, El Lobo. He had been a Texas 
cowpuncher. He came to the tent to 
scoff. Listening to Billy Graham he 
tried to find something that would jus- 
tify his scorn for evangelism and evange- 
lists. What he saw was a young man 
deadly in earnest with a heart full of 
the love of Jesus Christ for sinners. 
What he heard was Scripture after 
Scripture quoted or read telling him that 
unless he repented of his sins and ac- 
cepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his per- 
sonal Saviour he would be eternally lost, 


By CUTLER B. WHITWELL 


He was reminded over and over again: 
“That is what God says, not Billy Gra- 
ham. Don’t get mad at me, I’m, just tell- 
ing you what God says. If you want to 
get mad, get mad at God.” The man 
sat spellbound as he watched Graham 
with driving force, first from one side of 
the pulpit and then from the other side, 
pour forth the Word of God. This was 
not what he had expected. Conviction 
was upon him and a battle was going on. 

At the close of the service Hamblen 
left the tent and spent the night on 
Hollywood Boulevard, going from tavern 
to tavern. At 3.30 am. he went home 
and awoke his wife, who had long been 
praying for her husband. They had 
prayer. At four o’clock they called 
Billy Graham at his hotel, and Hamblen 
said he wanted to see Billy and accept 
Christ. At 430 that morning in Billy 
Graham’s room Stuart Hamblen came 
to Christ. 


A City-Wide Impact 

Stuart Hamblen’s conversion made an 
impact that was felt the entire length 
of Hollywood Boulevard. Many were 
incredulous. That afternoon Hamblen 
told his radio audience what had hap- 
pened: “I accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ as my personal Saviour this 
morning, October 18, at 4.30, and I am 
selling my entire racing stable, except 
El Lobo. I want to keep him for senti- 
mental reasons.” There was little doubt 
left in the minds of his listeners but 
that he meant business. 

God used this man’s conversion to 
draw city-wide attention to the meet- 
ings. Night after night the tent was 
crowded and thousands stood. The atti- 
tude of the press changed from one of 
apathy to that of friendly interest and 
profound respect. Leading magazines 
sent reporters to write up the campaign. 

Two weeks after Stuart Hamblen came 
to Christ his father and mother flew 
from Abilene, Tex., to greet their son 
on the tent platform. An estimated 
twelve to fifteen thousand sat and stood 
around the huge tent. Police said that 
they had turned away at least ten thou- 
sand more. There was hardly a dry eye 
when Hamblen introduced his aged 
mother. She told how she had prayed 
through the years for her son’s salva- 
tion. Hamblen’s father, founder of the 
Evangelical Methodist Church, preached 
that night. The inquiry room was filled 
with sinners seeking the Lord. Strange 
to say, most of them were young people, 

Other miracles followed. Harvey 
Fritz, another famous Hollywood char- 
acter, came to the meeting in a fighting 
mood. Clifford Smith dealt with him. 
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For hours the battle went on. Later 
in testifying to a tremendous crowd, 
he told how he had tried to strike Smith 
and in anger had thrown a chair across 
the inquiry tent. It was late at night 
that this man, living in deep sin, whom 
Satan was fighting to keep, surrendered 
his life into the loving hands of the 
Lord Jesus, 

The next day Harvey Fritz opened his 
television program with “Sweet Hour 
of Prayer” and “Shall we gather at the 
river?” He reminded his singers and 
audience to think of what the words 
meant. He then went on to tell his 


audience how the Lord Jesus Christ had ° 


saved him the night before and that the 
Lord had brought his divorced wife 
back to him and that “from now on my 
life belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
At the close of the program his spon- 
sors informed him that his was not a 
religious program, and if he mentioned 
the name of Jesus Christ again he would 
be off the air. Harvey Fritz replied by 
saying, “Jesus Christ means more to me 
than ail the radio programs in Holly- 
wood.” Because he would not comply 
with the demands of his sponsors his 
contract was cancelled. His contract 
with the Lord Jesus, however, began to 
pay immediate dividends. A few nights 
later this ex-cowboy from Texas went 
to a small Mexican Mission. There he 
preached Christ, and five precious souls 
found the Lord. Harvey is hoping to 
enter Northwestern Bible School at 
Minneapolis to prepare for the ministry. 
One will not forget the thrill of joy 
that swept over a great audience in the 
tent the night he declared his love for 
Jesus Christ. 

Stuart Hamblen has been unable to 
fill all the calls to speak at Youth for 
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Christ meetings. Sixteen thousand heard 
him in Minneapolis, and over one hun- 
dred confessed the Lord. While this is 
being written he is in Washington telling 
a great crowd what Christ has done for 
him and that he is giving up his radio 
that he might prepare to preach the 
Gospel. 

Louis Zamperini, champion miler and 
former Olympic star, who was shot down 
in the Pacific Ocean and spent forty- 
seven days on a life raft, came back to 
the Lord. While on the raft he had 
looked to the Lord for rescue. The 
Lord had answered, but Louis had for- 
gotten the One who heard his prayer. 

The Holy Spirit was not only working 
in Hollywood and the big tent, but also 
in gangsterdom. Jim Vaus, one of 
Mickey Cohen’s henchmen, had come to 
a meeting out of curiosity. Three nights 
later he entered the inquiry room. He 
had just heard Billy Graham preach on 
repentance. He was in tears. In his 
pocket was a ticket for a plane which 
was to carry him to an Eastern city to 
join one of the nation’s leading crime 
syndicates. There he was to ply his 
knowledge of wire tapping and sound 
recording. He tore up the ticket, say- 
ing, “I’m through, I realize my only hope 
of salvation rests in Jesus Christ.”' Jim 
Vaus had once known the Lord, but had 
been snared by Satan. He at once be- 
gan to show his sincerity. Gangsters 
threatened his life if he did not go 
through with his contract. But Jim was 
not to be intimidated. He went before 
the Los Angeles County Grand Jury and 
confessed that he had committed per- 
jury and if necessary was willing to 
serve a prison sentence. 

(To be continued) 


|. The Environment of the Early Church 


Its political and social surroundings 


By MERRILL C. TENNEY, Ph.D. 


The first quarter of the International Uniform Lessons for 1950, the first 
lesson of which is treated in this issue of THE SuNpDAY ScuHoo. Times, 


lies in the Book of Acts. 
Church Faces the World.” 


The title for the first quarter is “The Early 
As a side light to these lessons, Dr. Tenney, 


who is Dean of Graduate School, Wheaton College, has prepared two 

articles showing something of the atmosphere into which Christianity 

was born. Next week he will tell of the early church’s religious environ- 
ment. 


OME knowledge of the first century 

is necessary to an understanding of 
the Book of Acts. Customs, political and 
social conditions, and types of religious 
thought that differ radically from those 
of our own day are all found in Acts. 
Any attempt to explain them in terms of 
modern usage will fail to give a true 
perspective of the apostolic age. Acts 


can be understood correctly only in 
terms of its own setting. 


THe Po.iTicaAL ENVIRONMENT 

The entire civilized world, called by 
Luke the oikoumene,! or inhabited earth, 
with the exception of the little known 
countries of the Far East, was under 
the domination of Rome. From the At- 
lantic Ocean on the west to the Eu- 
phrates River and the Red Sea on the 
east, and from the Rhone, the Danube, 


' Luke 2:1; 4:5; 21:26; Acts 11:28; 17:6, 31; 
19:27; 24:5. 
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the Black Sea, and the Caucasus Moun- 
tains on the north to the Sahara Desert 
on the south, there extended one vast 
empire under the headship and virtua} 
dictatorship of the emperor, called ip 
the New Testament both “king”? ang 
“Augustus.” 3 

This empire was divided into proy- 
inces, each of which was governed by 
an officer of state. Some provinces were 
assigned to the Senate, and were goy- 
erned by proconsuls, as Cyprus was4 
Others which had been only imperfectly 
subdued, like Judea, were governed by 
propraetors or procurators.* The latter 
had military as well as civil authority, 
and were directly responsible to the 
emperor. Several of these provinces, 
such as Asia, Achaia, and Macedonia, are 
mentioned in Acts.® 

On the whole, Rome was generous 
toward the nations and cities that she 
conquered, as long as they remained 
contented subjects and loyal allies. They 
were obliged to furnish military aid in 
time of war and financial support 
through taxes: but oftentimes the sub- 
ject cities and kingdoms were semi-in- 
dependent and were left to manage their 
own internal affairs. Ephesus, for in- 
stance, was such a city. It had its own 
assembly, its own magistrates, its own 
coinage, and its own religious life. Its 
responsibility to Rome for good behavior 
gives point to the utterance of the town 
clerk in Acts 19:40, since the riot men- 
tioned there was an illegal meeting for 
which the town officials would be held 
liable. 

Some cities, like Philippi, were colo- 
nies. Their citizens were regarded as 
citizens of Rome, with all of the rights 
of protection and privileges of fran- 
chise to which the Romans were entitled. 
Such colonies were very proud of their 
status and guarded it diligently. The 
arrest of Paul and Silas in Philippi on 
the accusation that “these men, being 
Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, 
and set forth customs which it is not 
lawful for us to receive, or to observe, 
being Romans” (Acts 16:20, 21, R.V.), 
is much more understandable when one 
realizes that the complainants against 
them were appealing to the Philippians’ 
jealousy for their own standing as citi- 
zens of Rome. 

Independent local government is re- 
flected in other passages in Acts, such as 
the reference to the politarchs of Thes- 
salonica, called “rulers of the city” in 
Acts 17:6, and the “chief man of the 
island” of Malta in Acts 28:7. 

There were four emperors who reigned 
during the period which Acts describes: 





Tiberius, A.D. 14-37; Caligula, 37-41; 
Claudius, 41-54; and Nero, 54-68. Very 
21 Peter 2:17. 
® Luke 2:1. 
* Acts 13:7; 18:12, R.V. 
© Acts 23:24. The term is translated “govet- 


nor” in the R.V. 
* Acts 19:21, 22. 
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little is said of ‘the emperor by Luke, 
since he played no direct part in the 
fortunes of the church during this 
period. Christianity had not become 
sufficiently influential to attract the at- 
tention of officials: in fact, Paul’s appeal 
to Czesar seems to have been a deliber- 
ate attempt to place his case before the 
emperor in order that the highest author- 
ity of the Empire might pass judgment 
on his innocence and so give immunity 
from further accusations.7 It may be 
surprising to modern Christians to learn 
that a notification cf the accession of 
Nero, preserved in the papyri of Egypt, 
calls him “the good genius of the in- 
habited earth and source of all good 
things,” 8 but the document shows that 
the emperor was regarded as the dis- 
penser of justice and the symbol of law 
and order. 

Of the four emperors listed above, 
only Claudius is named in Acts. The 
famine mentioned in Acts 11:28 was 
dated during his reign, and also he is 
said to. have expelled the Jews from 
Rome (Acts 18:2). The occasion of this 
latter event was mentioned by the Ro- 
man historian Suetonius, who said that 
“the Jews were in a state of constant 
tumult at the instigation of one Chrestus.” 
There is a possibility that Suetonius, who 
was unacquainted personally with the 
Christian movement, relied on hearsay for 
his information and mistook “Christus” 
for “Chrestus,” so that the insurrection 
was really a disturbance in the Jewish 
quarter at Rome, occasioned by the early 
preaching about Christ. Aquila and 
Priscilla, in connection with whose 
movements this event is mentioned, seem 
to have been Christians before they left 
Rome for Corinth. The inference may 
be drawn that Claudius’ edict of ex- 
pulsion may really have been prompted 
by the explosive effect that the Gospel 
had when it first reached Rome. Cer- 
tainly there was a church in Rome be- 
fore Paul himself went there, since he 
wrote an Epistle to it. 

Probably none of the emperors prior 
to Nero, however, was conscious of the 
Christian movement as a separate re- 
ligion. Rome was filled with foreign 
sects of all descriptions; and Christianity 
would, in the emperors’ eyes, have been 
just one more of them. If the decree 
of Claudius were prompted by a dis- 
pute over the preaching of the Gospel 
in the Jewish settlement at Rome, he 
was doubtless unaware of it. 

The rule of Rome created conditions 
favorable to the growth of Christianity. 
There was uniform law and widespread 
peace with no serious civil wars to 
create strife and confusion. Roman citi- 
venship such as Paul possessed (Acts 





TActs 25:10-12. 

Quoted in J. H. Moulton and G. Milligan, 
“Vocabulary of the Greek New Testament.” 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., 1949, p. 443. 

*Suetonius, “Lives of the Cesars,” “Clau- 
dius,” (chap. 25). 
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21:39; 22:25-29) was a guarantee of legal 
rights anywhere. Passports were unnec- 
essary for him, and the assertion of his 
citizenship brought immunity from in- 
justice (Acts 16:35-37). The protection 
of Roman law and Roman toleration en- 
abled Christianity to obtain a firm foot- 
hold in the Empire. 
THE SocrAL ENVIRONMENT 

The Roman Empire of the first cen- 
tury, like modern America, was a melt- 
ing pot of races. In America the fusion 
has been largely the result of voluntary 
immigration; in Rome it was the result 
of conquest. The rapid annexation of 
territories from Britain to Syria pro- 
duced a mixture of races and cultures 
that created the most cosmopolitan civil- 
ization of the world up to that time. 

The culture of Rome was militaristic. 
Efficiency, justice, and legality were its 
watchwords. The typical Roman was 
not a philosopher, but an executive. 
Roman military roads formed the path- 
way for Christian missions. Roman gov- 
ernmental organization protected the 
church as it grew to power. The Roman 
concept of world-wide dominion entered 
into the policy of the leaders of the 
church as they began to think of the 
Gospel in universal terms. 

Roman culture, however, had ab- 
sorbed the art, philosophy, and science 
of Greece. Roman children were trained 
by Greek slaves and were educated in 
Greek universities. The Greek language 
in which the apostles preached and in 
which the New Testament was written 
was the common tongue for all peoples. 
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While the education of the masses was 
not so prevalent as it is in America to- 
day, the populace was not wholly illit- 
erate. There were great universities at 
Athens, Rhodes, Tarsus, and Alexandria, 
The library of Alexandria containing six 
hundred thousand books was famed 
throughout the world. Lecturers and 
teachers traveled widely, and dispensed 
their knowledge wherever they could 
get a hearing. Books were produced 
in large quantities and found a ready 
sale. Probably at no previous period in 
the world’s history had learning been 
more widely diffused. 

The moral standards of the empire had 
begun to crumble. As early as 19 BC., 
Augustus had sought to restore the 
soundness of family life by enactment of 
law. During the period of foreign and 
civil wars that preceded his accession, 
the stern adherence to lofty ideals that 
had prevailed in the early republic had 
given way to a growing laxity. Laws, 
however, could not arrest the trend of 
the century, and the life of the Empire 
began to move on a downward course, 


Slavery was one of the chief evils of 
the day. At least one-third of the popu- 
lation of the Empire were slaves, who 
had neither franchise, property, freedom, 
morals, nor ideals apart from what their 
masters allowed. Many of these, how- 
ever, acted as the tutors of their mas- 
ters’ children, or as managers of his 
household, and so passed on to the ris- 
ing generation the evils in which they 

(Continued on page 1138) 


IV. The Fallacy of Papal Jurisdiction (Continued) 


Paul’s and John’s strange silence concerning Peter's “ headship “”’ 


N PAUL’S last Epistle, 2 Timothy, 

written from Rome, he said: “For 
Demas hath forsaken me, having loved 
this present world, and is departed unto 
Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus 
unto Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. 
... At my first answer no man stood 
with me, but all men forsook me... . 
Eubulus greeteth thee, and Pudens, and 
Linus, and Claudia, and all the breth- 
ren” (2 Tim. 4:10-22). Had Peter been 
in Rome, would not Paul have made 
some mention of him? Yet there is 
not the slightest hint that Peter was 
there, or that he had been there at any 
time. When all men forsook Paul, save 
Luke, would not Peter have rallied to 
support and sustain him, had he been 
in Rome? Once again, we say, how 
eloquent is this silence. In fact, it is 
the annihilation of all Rome’s claims to 
being the first church, and of her popes 
being successors of Peter. 

Further, had Peter been “Head of the 
Church Universal,” and resident in Rome 
for twenty-four years at the time of 
Paul’s last writing, would not Paul have 


By J. B. ROWELL, Th.D. 


urged this on the churches to which he 
wrote? Would he not have encouraged 
them to render due obedience to the 
infallible pontiff? Instead of this, he did 
not mention Peter at all, and he made 
no reference to the church in Rome 
having any pgiority over other churches. 
Instead of urging the churches to re- 
gard Rome as the pattern, we find him 
commending the believers in Thessa- 
lonica for being imitators or “followers 
of the churches of God which in Judza 
are. in Christ Jesus” (1 Thess. 2:14). 
Paul, by the Holy Spirit, condemned 
the idea of one church or leader being 
superior to another. In writing to the 
church at Corinth, he said: “Every one 
of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of 
Apollos; and I of Cephas [Peter]; and 
I of Christ. Is Christ divided? ... Let 
no man glory in men” (1 Cor, 1:12, 13; 
3:21). Though “less than the least of 
all saints” (Eph, 3:8) before God, yet 
in the rank of apostleship, Paul took 
second place to none, saying, “In noth- 
ing am I behind the very chiefest apos- 
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tles, though I be nothing” (2 Cor, 12: 
11). 

It is nowhere said in the Scriptures 
that Peter preached even once in Rome, 
but we are definitely told that Paul 
“dwelt two whole years in his own hired 
house , . . preaching the kingdom of 
God, and teaching those things which 
concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all 
confidence, no man forbidding him” 
(Acts 28:30, 31). Again, if Peter were 
“Supreme Pontiff,” he would have 
charge of the churches; instead of that 
we read that Paul had “the care of all 
the churches” (2 Cor. 11:28). Of course, 
he had reference to the churches he had 
visited, and Rome was one of these. 

If Peter had the pre-eminence the 
Church of Rome claims, how is it that 
the other evangelists make no mention 
of it? Nor do any of the other inspired 
writers. Peter never exercised author- 
ity; neither did he publish a papal de- 
cree. When there was a council (i.e., 
at Jerusalem), Peter did not preside at 
it, but James. The Scripture under- 
mines the whole fabric of pontifical in- 
fallibility and authority, where it re- 
cords, “But when Peter was come to 
Antioch, I withstood him to the face, 
because he was to be blamed” (Gal. 
2:11). 

Popes have been ardent in asserting 
their self-claimed prerogatives; have 
issued bulls; summoned councils; trans- 
ferred kingdoms; deposed monarchs; 
have styled themselves “Vicar of Jesus 
Christ,” “Sovereign Pontiff,” and the 
like, but Peter, in his’ Epistles, makes 
no mention of himself as pope: neither 
does he lay claim to any such powers. 
According to the baseless tradition of 
the Roman Church, Peter, at the time 
he wrote his Epistles, had been Pope 
of Rome for some eighteen years, and 
yet he gives not the remotest suggestion 
of this in his Epistles. Every examina- 
tion of these papal claims proves they 
have not even the shadow of a founda- 
tion in Scripture. 

The Holy Spirit cannot be charged 
with neglect or omissions, and yet in His 
inspiration of the Holy Scriptures, He 
al‘ovether omitted any mention of papal 
supremacy, papal infallibility, or papal 
universal shepherdhood. Why? 
Succession ! Way Not THE APOSTLE PETER? 

“Unbroken Chain of Popes From Peter 
to Pius XII,” is given in the Knights of 
Columbus booklet, “Why Millions Call 
Him ‘Holy Father’” (pp. 16, 17). Many 
serious questions could be asked regard- 
ing this list. Let us note the first six: 


Name Elected Died 

A.D. A.D. 
Rar 33 67 
Wt. EAB nc cccccsssccdccess 67 76 
St. Anaciletus (Cletus) ..... 76 88 
Oe; GRE oF. ccr ctecsnees 88 97 
Oe PED. wd. cin 68 060g sa'ee 97 105 
ee BC rey 105 115 


We have already seen that there is not 
the slightest evidence that Peter was 
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ever in Rome, or that he preached there. 
Much less possible is it to find the least 
scintilla of proof that Peter was Bishop 
of Rome for twenty-five years. Peter 
was not the first pope. 

Let us consider the successors of Peter. 
It is known that there is.no unanimity 
as to the above order of succession, but 
we leave that point for the present. 
What we desire to stress is this, the 
Apostle John was alive during the sup- 
posed pontificate of Peter, Linus, Cletus, 
Clement, Evaristus, and a part of that of 
Alexander I. It is important to note this. 
John was alive when Peter died. Why 
were these others chosen as successors 
of Peter within the lifetime of the 
Apostle John? What qualifications had 
they which John had. not? Why was 
John, so prominent in the life of our 
Lord and in the Gospel story, relegated 
to the background, and a Linus, or Cle- 
tus preferred? 

Let us look at the qualifications in 
the Apostle John, and which were lack- 
ing in those so-called popes, said to have 
been chosen as successors to Peter: 


1. John was one of the intimate three 
chosen by our Lord to be with Him on 
special occasions, as, for instance, when 
the Lord Jesus entered the house of 
Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, to raise 
his daughter from the dead. Here we 
read, “And he suffered no man to fol- 
low him, save Peter, and James, and 
John the brother of James” (Mark 5:37). 


2. At the epochal manifestation of the 
glory of Christ on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration, it was John, with the other 
two, who was once again chosen: “Jesus 
taketh Peter, James, and John his 
brother, and bringeth them up into an 
high mountain apart, and was transfig- 
ured before them” (Matt. 17:1, 2). 


3. In the crucial hour before Calvary, 
in the agony in the Garden of Geth- 
semane, our Lord chose John to be with 
Him; “And he taketh with him Peter 
and James and John ... and saith unto 
them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful 
unto death” (Mark 14:33, 34). 

4. John was privileged to enjoy the 
closest intimacy with our Lord. At the 
last Passover, when our Lord foretold 
His betrayal, it is recorded of John, 
“Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom 
one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved.” 
Peter did not ask the Lord of whom He 
spake, but he beckoned to John to ask 
Him. “He then lying on Jesus’ breast 
saith unto him, Lord, who is it?” (John 
13: 21-25.) 

5. The Roman Church gives special 
pre-eminence to the Virgin Mary. Our 
Lord, hanging on Calvary’s cross sin- 
gled out John, to whom He committed 
the special care of His mother, even to 
the disciple “whom he loved.” “And 
from that hour that disciple took her 
unto his own home” (John 19:26, 27). 


These facts alone give John a pre- 
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eminence, for which one searches the 
record of all others in vain. Then why 
was he not elected successor of Peter? 

6. John was a close fellow worker with 
Peter, as the Gospels testify, then would 
he not be considered the logical suc. 
cessor? 

7. John was inspired by the Holy 
Spirit to write the Gospel, Epistles, ang 
Apocalypse, bearing his name, Then was 
not this Spirit-inspired apostle the legit. 
imate successor of Peter? 


CONSEQUENT QUESTIONS 


According to Rome’s teaching as to 
the supremacy of Peter and his succes. 
sors, if occasion arose, John would have 
to take the place of subjection, as to a 
superior authority. Why should the 
Apostle John, with all his spiritual pre- 
eminence, have to submit to a Linus, or 
a Cletus? Again, why did John’s apos- 
tolic pre-eminence of closest fellowship 
with our Lord have to be submerged 
in the succession of four or five elections 
of successors of Peter? : 

The Church of Rome has nothing but 
tradition or forgery by which to bolster 
up her claims, and in the last analysis, 
these will not satisfy an inquiring mind, 
demanding the truth. 


Wry THE APOSTLE JOHN’S SILENCE? 


According to Romish tradition, by the 
time John had concluded his writings 
— Gospel, Epistles, Apocalypse — Peter 
had reigned in Rome as Pope for twen- 
ty-five years: Linus for nine years: Ana- 
cletus, or Cletus, for twelve years; and 
Clement for approximately two years. 
And yet John never alluded to any of 
this. Think of all that is implied in the 
election of Peter to the popedom, the 
election of Linus, and the rest of them; 
and yet John, who lived in holy fellow- 
ship with our Lord, never referred to 
any of this so-called history which was 
of paramount importance for the church 
of Christ through all succeeding ages. 

Why did not John refer to it? For 
the simple reason that modern papal 
claims ‘have no corresponding reality in 
those early years of the church’s his- 
tory. Papal infallibility and universal 
jurisdiction are not hoary with age, as 
Rome would have her devotees believe. 
In the light of Scripture testimony, the 
evidence is clear that the claims made 
by the Church of Rome are without 
foundation, and are to be rejected by all 
lovers of truth. 

Christ alone is pre-eminent, infallible, 
and universal Head of His church, as the 
Holy Scripture witnesseth: “And he is 
before all things, and by him all things 
consist. And he is the head of the body, 
the church: who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead; that in all 
things he might have the preeminence” 
(Col. 1:17, 18). 

(To be continued) 
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LESSON 1. JANUARY 1. THE CONTINUING BAND OF DISCIPLES 
Acts 1; 1 Peter 2:9, 10; printed text, Acts 1:1-14 
Golden Text.—Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 


Jerusalem, and in all J 


Kinc JaAMes VERSION 

Acts 1:1 The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of 
all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 

2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he 
though the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the 
apostles whom he had chosen: 

3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by 
many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speak- 
ing of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 

4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them 
that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 

5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 

6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, 
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom 
to Israel? 

7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times 
or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
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ea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.— Acts 1:8 


Jerusalem, and in all Judza, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth. 

9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, 
he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 

10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he 
went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 

11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go 
into heaven. 

12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day’s journey. 

13 And when they were come in, they went up into an upper 
room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, 
Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son 
of Alphzus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. 

14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and suppli- 
cation, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with 
his brethren. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


Te Book which we are now to 
study might more properly be 
called the Acts of the Holy Spirit 
than the Acts of the Apostles. Actually 
it tells us very little about the work of 
the Twelve, with the exception of Peter 
and John, the former occupying the 
chief place in the first half of the Book. 
In the latter half the Twelve practically 
disappear from the historical record 
with the exception of the account of 
the council at Jerusalem and Paul’s in- 
terview with James on his last visit 
to that city. It is Paul himself who oc- 
cupies the chief place in these later chap- 
ters. Throughout the entire Book, how- 
ever, we see the mighty working of the 
Holy Spirit of God, energizing the serv- 
ants of the Lord and enabling them to 
carry out the commission given them by 
the risen Christ. It was not until after 
Pentecost that He, the promised Com- 
forter, came to continue the work which 
Jesus had begun. During the forty days 
between our Saviour’s resurrection and 
His ascension, He appeared to His dis- 
ciples on many different occasions, in- 
structing them regarding His own pro- 
gram of world evangelization and the 
part they were to have in proclaiming 
the Kingdom of God soon to be set up 
in power and in glory. This, of course, 
will be at our Lord’s second advent, Ur 

til that time, the world, as such, will 
continue to refuse to acknowledge the 
divine authority, but those who realize 
their lost condition and their need of a 
Saviour become children of the King- 





dom by new birth when they believe the 
Gospel (John 3:3, 5; 1 Pet. 1:23, 25). 

The little group which comes before 
us in this first chapter was composed 
entirely of those who had thus been be 
gotten of God, but they were not pre- 
pared to go forth as proclaimers of the 
Gospel message until empowered by the 
Holy Spirit, for whose advent they were 
bidden to tarry in Jerusalem until the 
day of Pentecost, which God had or- 
dained of old as the time when the new 
dispensation would begin. 


The Historical Setting 


Luke, who wrote the third Gospel, 
was the instrument chosen of God to 
give us this great historical book of 
the New Testament. He summarizes the 
events of the fifty days that elapsed be- 
tween Christ’s resurrection and the com- 
ing of the Holy Spirit in this first chap- 
ter. These were days of instruction and 
preparation as the disciples waited for 
the promised Comforter, 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 1:1—“The former treatise.” This 
refers to the Gospel of Luke, which was 
inscribed to Theophilus, to whom the 
later book was addressed. Theophilus, 
himself evidently a close friend of “the 
beloved physician” (Col. 4:14), was a 
Roman governor, as we gather from the 
title given him in Luke 1:3, “most ex- 
cellent.” Having written to him con- 
cerning the life, death, and resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus, Luke now continues 
his narrative, showing how the Holy 
Spirit carried on the work which the 
Saviour had begun. 

Verse 2—“He was taken up.” Four 
times in this chapter these words are 


found. See also verses 9, 11, 22. It was 
the Father’s expression of delight in the 
work of His Son, which resulted in His 
being taken up bodily into Heaven, 
where He now sits as the glorified Man 
at the right hand of the Majesty on high. 
Before His ascension He revealed to His 
disciples the divine plan for carrying 
the Gospel into all the world. 

Verse 3.—‘Many infallible proofs.” It 
has been well said that the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ is the best attested fact 
of ancient history. God gave to the dis- 
ciples such positive proof of our Sav- 
iour’s triumph over death that every 
possibility of doubt was removed, as 
Jesus met and conversed with them dur- 
ing the forty days preceding His ascen- 
sion. 

Verses 4, 5.—“Wait for the promise of 
the Father.” Our Lord referred to the 
declaration given through John the Bap- 
tist that the Lord Jesus should baptize 
His followers with the Holy Spirit. Un- 
til this promise was fulfilled they were 
not to begin their public testimony. 
They had, however, the definite assur- 
ance that before many days should 
elapse, that which had thus been proph- 
esied should be fulfilled. 

Verse 6—“Wilt thou at this time re- 
store again the kingdom to Israel?” The 
question was a natural one. They re- 
alized that because of their failure to 
receive Christ as king, the people of 
Israel had forfeited all title to the 
kingdom (Matt. 21:43), but they also 
knew that the prophets of old predicted 
the restoration of the kingdom in the 
latter days (Hos. 3:4, 5). Therefore the 
question of the disciples was a reason- 
able one, inasmuch as the revelation of 
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the mystery of the Church had not yet 
been made known. 

Verse 7.—“It is not for you to know 
the times or the seasons.” These words 
should forever put a stop to all date 
setting in regard to unfulfilled prophecy. 
It has not pleased God to reveal the 
time of the second advent or of the set- 
ting up of the Kingdom. These things 
form part of the Father’s secret coun- 
sels, to be fulfilled in accordance with 
His own will. 

Verse 8.—“Ye shall receive power... 
ye shall be witnesses.” In this verse 
our Lord outlines the entire program 
for world evangelization during this age 
of grace, which covers all the centuries 
between His return to Heaven and His 
coming to claim His Church at the end 
of its testimony here. Witnessing, to be 
effective, must be in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, who is the true vicar of 
Christ and who came on Pentecost to 
convince the world of sin, righteousness, 
and judgment. 

Verse 9.—“While they beheld, he was 
taken up.” The forty days of instruc- 
tion having expired, the Lord ascended 
visibly into the heavens until the divine 
chariot of cloud hid Him from the view 
of His astonished disciples. 

Verse 10.—“Two men stood by them 
in white apparel.” While spoken of as 
men, these two were undoubtedly an- 
gelic messengers who came from Heaven 
to reassure the hearts of the perplexed 
apostles and remind them again of Christ’s 
promised return, 

Verse 11—“This same Jesus . . . shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen 
him go.” How precious the words, “this 
same Jesus”! Nearly twenty centuries 
have elapsed since the words were 
spoken, but He remains still the same 
unchanging Jesus who once walked this 
earth, manifesting God to those whose 
eyes were opened to see in Him “(... 
the only begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth.” 

Verse 12.—“Then returned they unto 
Jerusalem.” They returned to Jerusa- 
lem, there to await the promise He had 
made concerning the coming of the Holy 
Spirit to empower them for service. 

Verse 13—“They went up into an 
upper room.” We are not told whose 
house was thus placed at their disposal, 
but tradition says it was the home of 
Mary, the mother of John Mark, where 
the early Jerusalem~-church later met 
for prayer (Acts 12:12). The eleven 
apostles were thus gathered together to 
wait upon God in prayer until the 
promise was fulfilled. 

Verse 14—“And Mary the mother of 
Jesus.” Other friends of Jesus besides 
the Eleven were there, among them sev- 
ral of the godly women who, during our 
Lord’s life upon earth, had ministered 
to Him of their substance.» His own 
mother, Mary, is specially mamed, and 
it is interesting and instructive to ob- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13. December 25.—God’s Messiah. Isa- 
jah 2:2-4; 9:1-7; 11:1-9; Jeremiah 
33:14-18; Luke 2 
Next Week’s Lesson 


2. January 8—The Church Empow- 
ered ... Acts 2:1-41 








serve that this is the last time her name 
is mentioned in Scripture, and we do not 
find the disciples praying to her as Ro- 
man tradition might have it. On the 
contrary, she joins with the rest in their 
intercessions, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The Lord never asks any line of serv- 
ice from His disciples without adequately 
preparing them for it. Augustine wrote, 
“God’s commandings are God’s en- 
ablings.” Before the apostles launched 
forth upon their great task of giving 
the Gospel to a lost world, they were 
instructed by the Lord Himself and were 
commanded to tarry at Jerusalem until 
they received the Holy Spirit as the 
power for testimony. While they waited 
for His coming, they were cheered by 
the promise of Christ’s second advent 
and fortified by prayer and the joy of 
fellowship one with another. Their ex- 
periences illustrate for us the manner 
in which our risen Lord prepares all of 
His servants to do the work which He 
asks of them, 


Lesson Outline 

. Author’s introduction (Acts 1:1, 2) 

. The risen Lord’s instruction (vs, 3-5) 

. The disciples’ question (v. 6) 

. The Saviour’s answer and the royal 
commission (vs. 7, 8) 

. Christ’s asceasivun (v. 9) 

. The angels’ promise (vs, 10, 11) 

. The disciples’ waiting for the Spirit 
(vs. 12-14) 


ewonre 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW do you reconcile the “began” of 
Acts 1:1 with the “finished” of John 
19:30? 

2. How did our Lord’s postresurrection 
teaching differ from His pre-Calvary teach- 
ing? 

3. What was the chief of the “infallible 
proofs”? (v. 3.) 

4. Why did Jesus give His disciples a 
series of appearings instead of walking con- 
tinuously with them as before His death? 

5. Why must they wait for the baptism 
with the Holy Spirit? 

6. How do you reconcile Acts 1:7 with 
Matthew 13:11? 

7. What did the Lord put in place of the 
disciples’ speculative question? 

8. What is the meaning of “in like man- 
ner”? (v. 11.) 

9. In what spirit did the disciples return 
t6 Jerusalem? 

10. What is significant about this last ref- 
erence to Mary in the New Testament? 
(v. 14.) 


(Answers on page 1137) 
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Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Times and the Seasons. This ex. 
pression refers to God’s dealing with 
Israel, His covenant people, and the 
nations with whom they have to do. It 
is found twice elsewhere in Scripture. 
In Daniel 2:21, we read, “He changeth 
the times and the seasons.” The prophet 
was speaking particularly of the divine 
program for the government of this 
world. He reserves to Himself the right 
to change its provisions in accordance 
with man’s attitude toward His Word. 
In 1 Thessalonians 5:1, 2, the apostle 
writes: “But of the times and the 
seasons, ... ye have no need that I 
write unto you. For yourselves know 
perfectly that the day of the Lord so 
cometh as a thief in the night.” Thus 
Paul distinguishes between the hope of 
the Lord’s return for the Church, as 
given in the previous chapter, and the 
prophetic times and seasons concerning 
Israel and the nations. 


Summaries and Applications 


In Luke’s Gospel he wrote of what 
Jesus began to do and to teach. This 
is always the divine order: doing comes 
before teaching. 

It is a dangerous thing to attempt to 
teach others truths which we ourselves 
are not practicing. 

The forty days’ instruction which our 
Lord gave His apostles had to be supple- 
mented by ten days of prayer and the 
coming of the Holy Spirit before they 
were prepared to go out into the world 
as Christ’s ambassadors. 

It is a misapplication of Scripture to 
insist that believers must tarry still for 
the reception of the Holy Spirit since 
the new dispensation has been ushered 
in; but it is all important that we be 
filled with the Spirit in order that we 
may give the Gospel in power to a lost 
world. 

Wrvona LAKE, IND, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, who hast brought us into a new 
year, we thank Thee for Thy care and 
guidance in the past, and trust Thy 
faithfulness for the days that are be- 
fore us. For this, Thy day, and its 
Christian privileges, we praise Thee. 
Speak to’us all from Thy Word, and let 
a fresh touch of blessing be given each 
of us in this hour spent with Thy Book. 
We rejoice in a living Saviour, mighty 
to save all who trust in Him. Make this 
a year of growth into His likeness, and 
may His saving power in us set others 
to seek Him as their Saviour. Deal in 
tender mercy, Lord, with needy, sick, 
and sad folk everywhere. Help and sup- 
port all who suffer under tyranny .and 
oppression. Keep our land free from 
such evils, and may there be more of 
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reverence toward Thee and faith in the 
Saviour dwelling in our people's hearts. 
So may the forces of darkness be dis- 
persed. Forgive our sins and take all 
evil from our hearts and lives. Guide 
us into Thy will and purpose, and let 
Thy Kingdom come in all the earth, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A preacher I know 
recently held a week of special meet- 
ings in which he did the preaching. He 
made his sermons short, however, to give 
time each night to have four testimonies. 
Four different people each evening had 
three minutes each to tell what the 
Lord Jesus meant to them. That 
preacher knew his sermons would be 





JUST HERE YOU ARE 
BE A ITNESS TO HIM 








stronger in their effect when supported 
by people who, in their own experience, 
had proved the Gospel he was preaching. 

Perhaps you have seen a policeman at 
the scene of a traffic accident inquiring 
for people who witnessed the crash, peo- 
ple who knew because they were there 
and saw it themselves. A_ witness is 
someone with firsthand knowledge. The 
disciples had firsthand knowledge of 
Christ and His resurrection, and so the 
Lord told them they were to be wit- 
nesses unto Him, first in Jerusalem, right 
where thev were, and then in widening 
circles to the uttermost part of the earth. 
Our Lord still needs witnesses, people 
who know Him and His power to save, 
because He has saved them. If He has 
saved you, you are to be a witness to 
Him. “I cannot preach te you,” said 
a dying African Christian to the people 
of his village, “I can only say that He, 
Jesus Christ, has saved me.” That was 
witnessing.. You may never preach a 
sermon, but you can be a witness, and 
if you are a good witness to the Lord 
where you are. perhaps, some day, He 
will send you to some uttermost part to 
tell others what you know of Him. 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
ve 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 

“All that Jesus began both to do and 
teach” (Acts 1:1).—The Lord by His 
Spirit engaged Luke to write two books: 
the Gospel According to Luke, and the 
Acts of the Apostles. There is a definite 
link between the two. They are both 
addressed to the same person — The- 
ophilus—and the Acts continues just 
where the Gospel ended. 

Luke’s Gospel informs us of what 
“Jesus began both to do and teach,” 
while the Acts tells us what the risen 
Lord continued to do. He began doing 
and teaching on earth; He continues 
doing and teaching in Heaven. His do- 
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ings are seen in the Acts; His teaching 
in the Epistles is through the apostles. 

“To do and teach’—a happy and a 
fruitful couplet or combination. Notice, 
the doing is mentioned first. The Lord 
Jesus said of the Pharisees, “They say, 
and do not” (Matt, 23:3). 

A great preacher closed his message 
with an earnest appeal. Among the 
score who responded was a woman of 
wealth and social distinction. She asked 
permission to say a few words. 

“I want you to know,” she said, “just 
why I came forward tonight. It was 
not because of any word spoken by the 
preacher. I stand here because of the 
influence of a littke woman who sits 
before me. Her fingers are rough with 
toil, the hard work of many years. I! 
have never known her to be impatient, 
to speak an unkind word, or do a dis- 
honorable deed. I know of countless 
little acts cf unselfish love that adorn 
her life. She is just a poor, obscure 
washerwoman, who has served in my 
home for many years. Shamefacedly, 
let me say that I have openly sneered 
at her faith, and laughed at her fidelity 
to God. Yet when my little girl was 
taken away, it was this woman who 
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caused me to look beyond the grave and 
shed my first tears of hope. The sweet- 
ness of her life has led me to Christ. 
I covet the thing which has made her 
life so beautiful.” 

At the request of the preacher, the 
little woman was led forward, her eyes 
streaming with glad tears, and such a 
shining face as. one seldom sees on this 
earth, 

“Let me introduce you,” said he, “to 
the real preacher of the evening.” And 
the audience arose in silent, though not 
tearless respect. 

Oh, ye obscure workers, ye patient 
“doers of the word,” think not that no 
one sees. I say unto you that many 
shall rise up in that great day and call 
you blessed (First Baptist Beacon). 

“Until the day in which he was taken 
up” (v. 2).—Four times in our lesson, 
we are reminded that the Lord Jesus 
was taken up. See verses 2, 9, 10, and 
11. The Holy Spirit emphasizes the 
resurrection of Christ. Of what vicari- 
ous value would the death of the Sav- 
iour be, had Satan been successful in 
keeping Him in the realm of death? 
(See 1 Cor, 15:12-20.) For forty days 
the disciples are given “many infallible 
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them that they should 
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for the promise of 
the Father.” 


(AcTS 1:4.) 
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proofs” of the Lord’s bodily resurrec- 
tion. “And with great power gave the 
apostles witness of the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus” (Acts 4:33). The faith 
of a believer is in a risen and glorified 
Lord. 

A missionary in Turkey wished to 
teach a group of people the truth of 
the resurrection of Christ. He said: “I 
am traveling and have reached a place 
where the road branches off in two 
ways. I look for a guide, and find two 
men — one dead, the other alive. Which 
of the two must I ask for direction, the 
dead or the living?” “Oh, the living,” 
cried the people. “Then,” said the mis- 
sionary, “why send me to Mohammed, 
who is dead, instead of to Christ, who 
is alive !” (Christian Endeavor World.) 

“Ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost” (v. 5).—The Lord Jesus had 
promised in John 14 and 16 that He 
would send the Holy Spirit to indwell 
them and become their comforter, guide, 
and teacher. But He was not to be 
given until Jesus was glorified (John 7: 
39). The baptism of the Spirit was to 
unite them into one body (2 Cor. 12:13). 
It would bring into being that which 
the Lord Jesus called “my church” 
(Matt. 16:18). The Holy Spirit would 
also empower the disciples to become 
witnesses for their absent Lord and Mas- 
ter. 

“Ye shall be witnesses unto me” (v. 8). 
—Someone has said the Lord has sub- 
poenaed all believers as witnesses. A 
witness is expected to tell what he knows 
— what he has seen and heard. 

Some years ago a commuter on the 
Long Island Railroad was known to 
every regular patron on the five o’clock 


local. He was a_ well-dressed, soft- 
spoken, young man who lived at 
Jamaica. Every evening after the train 


left the subway he would rise and go 
to the front of the car. As he walked 
back he would speak to each passenger, 
saying: “Excuse me; but if any of your 
family or any of your friends are blind, 
tell them to consult Dr. Garl. He re- 
stored my sight.” That is witnessing. 
Are we whose eyes have been opened 
by the Lord Jesus Christ saying to 
others, “One thing I know, that, whereas 
I was blind, now I see”? 


Wawona, CALIF, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the t one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 


Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 


on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


In Every Genuine Revival.—Ye shall 
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is ‘come upon you (Acts 1:8, Golden 
In every genuine revival there 


Text). 
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has been a fulfillment of our Lord’s 
promise in John 16:8, first two clauses. 
The Holy Spirit has reproved men of 
sin; and this conviction of sin has be- 
gun in the church itself. Miss Louisa 
Vaughan’s book, “Answered or Unan- 
swered?” gives an account of the con- 
ference of Chinese Christians in which 
she took part during the winter of 1903- 
1904. This conference of Chinese leaders 
seemed about to be a failure, when Miss 
Vaughan persuaded them to get on their 
knees before God and offer this simple 
prayer: “Heavenly Father, forgive me 
my sins; send the Holy Spirit into my 
heart and reveal them to me. Cleanse 
me from my sins in the precious blood 
of Christ, and fill me with Thy Holy 
Spirit. I ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
The members of the conference had 
hardly gotten on their knees and begun 
in silent prayer to offer this simple peti- 
tion, when the Holy Spirit came upon 
the entire group with such power that 
each one seemed to feel himself alone 
before God and began to sob aloud and 
confess his sins of omission and com- 
mission. This was the beginning of a 
work of God’s grace through these Chi- 
nese leaders that made the Christian 
churches in that section of China most 
wonderful illustrations of what the 
power of the Spirit of God can do in 
the midst of a heathen nation—From 
Dr. R. A. Lapsley, in the Christian Ob- 
server. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 
City, Nebr. 


He Is Living!—To whom also he 
shewed himself alive after his passion 
by many infallible proofs, being seen 
of them forty days, and speaking of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God 
(Acts 1:3). A teacher gave her pupils 
a question to answer in a bit of a con- 
test. “Who is the greatest living man?” 
Some wrote “MacArthur,” some “Tru- 
man,” and others, but one small boy 
wrote, “Jesus.” The teacher said, “I 
said living man.” The boy said, “He is 
living, Teacher.”"—From God’s Revivalist, 
Sent by Emma Fisk, Boonville, N, Y. 


They Told the Truth—To whom also 
he shewed himself alive after his pas- 
sion by many infallible proofs (Acts 1: 
3). The Africans demand living proofs 
of the truthfulness of the Christian 
teaching, before they can risk incurring 
the wrath of their departed chiefs and 
witch doctors, whose spirits they believe 
more potent than when they were in 
the body. When they were told about 
airplanes, they were sure the mission- 
aries were vying with each other in 
producing incredible tales, such as water 
becoming so hard it would bear a man’s 
weight, and the description of a tele- 
phone. One day one boy was obliged 
to go to a far-off center of civilization 
for medical treatment. The day came 
when he saw a plane arrive. After all, 
the missionaries were not lying! If this 
wonder of wonders was true, about 
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which the missionaries had told, then 
their story of God’s love as manifesteq 
on Calvary must also be true. If Gog 
could give men such wisdom, He could 
give His Son to die for sinners. He came 
back to his village to testify to the 
truthfulness of what the missionaries 
were saying, and he himself accepted the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Such will be the 
revolutionizing effect in these tribes 
when the Rapture takes place. They 
will have had the proof and the wit- 
ness of the veracity of the Gospel— 
From Alma E. Doering, of the Unevan- 
gelized Tribes Mission. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Confined to the “Guest Chamber.”— 
The promise of the Father (Acts 1:4), 
In her book entitled, “Life on the High- 
est Plane,” the late Miss Ruth Paxson 
relates an experience that illustrates 
how many Chrisfians today are griev- 
ing the Heavenly Guest. She tells of 
visiting a college to conduct evangelistic 
meetings and being entertained in a 
home where the guest room was over 
the kitchen and approached by an out- 
side stairway. Later when an occasion 
arose which made it desirable for her 
to enter another section of the house, 
she found the connecting door to the 
other part of the house had inadver- 
tently been locked. Seized with a strange 
sense of loneliness, she returned to the 
one room which was hers to occupy, 
and poured her heart out in prayer. God 
very effectively used the occasion to 
illustrate to her and to the thousands 
who have been helped by her ministry 
how He Himself has in many cases been 
admitted to some little guest chamber 
and been forced to stay there when all 
the while He longed to enter every room 
and share all experiences. One may 
well ask himself the question, As a be- 
liever in the Lord Jesus Christ, have I 
fully understood that the Holy Spirit 
of God has taken up his abode in me? 
Am I letting Him mean all that He will 
to me?—From Baptist Quarterly. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Father Will Be Waiting.—This same 
Jesus , .. shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen him go into heaven 
(Acts 1:11). A small boy sat quietly in 
a seat of the day coach on a train run- 
ning between two of the Western cities 
of the United States. It was a_ hot, 
dusty day, very uncomfortable for trav- 
eling, and that particular ride was per- 
haps the most uninteresting day’s jour- 
ney in the whole land. But the little 
fellow sat patiently watching the fields 
and fences hurrying by, until a motherly 
old lady, leaning forward, asked sym- 
pathetically, “Aren’t you tired of the 
long ride, dear, and the dust and the 
heat?” The lad looked up brightly, and 
replied, with a smile, “Yes, ma’am, a little. 
But I don’t mind it much, because my 
father is going to meet me when I get 
to the end of it.” What a beautiful 
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thought it is that when life seems weari- 
some and monotonous, as it sometimes 
does, we can look forward hopefully and 
trustingly, and like the lonely little lad, 
“not mind it much,” because our Father, 
too, will be waiting to meet us at our 
journey’s end! Father will meet us at 
the end of the journey — thank God !— 
From Bible Expositor and Illuminator. 
Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, North 
Tonawanda, N. Y. 


Coming in Person.—This same Jesus 

. shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen him go into heaven (Acts 1: 
11). When I left Australia years ago, 
I said to my mother, “Mother, if God 
spares me, I am coming back to see 
you.” For years she waited. Had any- 
one said to her, “Mrs, Talbot, what are 
you waiting for?” she would have said, 
“My boy in America is coming back.” 
And suppose this person had said to 
her, “Coming back — what do you mean? 
Surely you don’t expect a personal, vis- 
ible, actual coming!” “Yes,” she would 
have replied, “that’s the way he is com- 


ing.” Possibly her friend might have 
said, “Did you ever get letters from 
him? Do you ever receive gifts? Well, 


that is what he meant—he is coming 
in all these things.” My mother would 
have answered, “Why. that isn’t what 
he meant. He said that he would come 
back.” Some years afterward. I did 
cross the ocean, walked down the gang- 
piank from the steamer, and _ said, 
“Mother, here I am!"—From a sermon 
by Louis T. Talbot. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, David City, Nebr. 


An Irresistible Stream.—These_ all 
continued with one accord in prayer 
(Acts 1:14). As, day after day, I watch 
the Gulf Stream, and sometimes sail 
upon its mighty and mysterious current, 
I am mindful of other streams which 
it suggests. It is in the midst of the 
ocean, yet separate from it, warmer, 
faster-moving, and beneficent. So is the 
stream of prayer, which, from amidst the 
sea of life, moves steadily and irresist- 
ibly upward from millions of human 
hearts. Who can measure the breadth 
and depth and volume and beneficence of 
this ceaseless current of communion and 
supplication that is ever moving from 
the hearts of humanity to the throne 
of God? As we pray our own prayers, 
suppose we recall the unmeasured flood 
of other prayers that are perpetually 
flowing to the Father who hears every 
one—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 
Prize illustration, 


Pack your memory full of passages of 
Scripture, . . . and be not content to 
simply know, but strive to obey the 
Word of God. Never think that Jesus 
has commanded a trifle, nor dare to 
trifle with anything He has commanded. 
—Dwight L. Moody. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Cless 


AY, fellows, here we are at the half- 

century mark. How wonderful to 
be living at such a time in the world’s 
history! It is a kind of milestone on the 
calendar of life; a good time to pause 
and take stock of where we are, what 
we have, and where we are going. And 
the lesson appointed for this first Sun- 
day of the new half-century is very 
fitting. It marks a definite step in the 
progress of the Gospel, entering upon the 
third and last chapter before the closing 
of history. One way to look at God's 
Word is in its presentation of three great 
themes in one—the one dominating 
theme being the coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ: (1) The Old Testament — He is 
coming, (2) The four Gospels — He has 
come. (3) The Book of Acts, the Epis- 
tles, and Revelation—He will come 
again. It is as in a great oratorio, where 
the dominant theme comes out in every 
changing phase, sometimes soft and low, 
sometimes in clarion tones, but always 
clear, definite, indisputable, 

As we begin today with the first four- 
teen verses of the Book of Acts, the 
theme bursts forth boldly and definitely. 
It disposes of any doubt, not only as 
to the fact of Jesus’ return to the earth, 
but also as to the manner of His coming. 
“And when he had spoken these things, 

. . he was taken up; and a cloud re- 
ceived him out of their sight. And while 
they looked stedfastly toward heaven 
as he went up, behold, two men stood 
by them in white apparel; which also 
said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 
1:9-11), 

Nothing could be plainer or more sim- 
ply stated than that. Our Lord is com- 
ing back to earth, and He is coming in 
the body “in like manner” as He arose 
into Heaven. Although He had been 
crucified, was dead and was buried, yet 
on the third day He arose from the dead, 
in the body; and during the forty days 
that He remained upon earth following 
His resurrection and before His ascen- 
sion, he showed Himself, in the body, 
to His disciples and others. He was care- 
ful to show them that He was in the 
body, by telling Thomas to reach forth 
and touch His nail-scarred hands, and to 
thrust his hand into His side (John 20: 
27); and on another occasion when He 
appeared to the disciples, to show them 
that He was in the body, He called for 
food and He ate honey and a piece of 
broiled fish before them. The record 
says that they were terrified when He 
appeared, thinking He was a spirit, but 
He said, “Why are ye troubled? ._. 
Behold my hands and my feet, that it is 
I myself: handle me, and see; for a 


@ spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye 
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see me have” (Luke 24:38, 39). Also 
when He appeared to them on the shore 
of Galilee, they found Him cooking a 
fish on the coals and there He ate with 
them, fish and bread (John 21:12, 13). 
How careful Jesus was to show them 
that He was not an apparition, but 
clothed in His flesh as they had known 
Him before He was crucified! .And thus 
He arose to Heaven, and thus, according 
to God’s Word (which cannot fail), He 
will return to earth, and we shall see 
Him as He is. 

It is important, fellows, to get the fact 
of our Lord’s personal return thor- 
oughly established in our minds, espe- 
cially right now as we begin, through 
this first quarter, our new year’s study 
of the continuing church, in the Book of 
Acts. It is interesting to note how even 
the march of human progress disposes 
of the objections of skeptics in the mat- 
ter of Jesus’ coming again. A few years 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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ago they were saying how absurd to 
think that Jesus could appear at one 
spot on the globe (for instance, the 
Mount of Olives) and be seen and heard 
around the world. In the past two 
decades God has permitted finite human 
enterprise to meet that objection with 
its radio and television — both seeing and 
hearing around the world. If humans 
can accomplish that, what may God do 
— the Creator of the universe and all it 
contains, including the elements that man 
has been allowed to discover and har 
ness? 

Yes, He is coming back; and it is your 
and my privilege to expect Him at any 
moment and to be ready at His coming. 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
TRUSTING A PROMISE 


HIS quarter we are going to study 

the Book of Acts. Acts is one of the 
most interesting books in the Bible and 
it is packed full of things that will help 
us in our daily lives. I hope this quar- 
ter we will learn to “think through” the 
Book of Acts. It is a continuous story 
of the mighty triumphs of the Gospel 
in the first thirty years or so after Christ 
ascended to Heaven. If we remember 
each lesson as we go along and see how 
it fits into the whole picture, by the 
end of this series on Acts we should be 
able to find any part of the story with- 
out difficulty. We will have a quiz then 
to see how much we do remember, 

First thing today let us find out who 
wrote the Book of Acts. Of course, we 
know that God is the author of the 
whole Bible, but what man did He use 
to write Acts? Read Acts 1:1. To what 
former “treatise” does the writer refer? 
Turn to Luke 1:1-4. So Acts is Luke’s 
second letter to his friend Theophilus. 
What was the first one about? Acts 1: 
1, 2 will tell you. Name the four books 
that tell of Christ’s life on earth. Now 
read Acts 1:3. Here it says that the 
Lord Jesus showed Himself alive after 
His death and resurrection by many in- 
fallible proofs. This means that Christ 
many times unmistakably proved Him- 
self alive. What proofs of the Resur- 
rection can you give? (He appeared 
to the disciples many times. He talked 
with them. He ate with them. He got 
breakfast for them on the shore of Gal- 
ilee.) 

Read Acts 1:4. What did the Lord 
Jesus tell His disciples to wait for? 
(“The promise of the Father.”) John 15: 
26 explains what that means. Now read 
Acts 1:5. “The promise of the Father” 
referred to the Holy Spirit. 

Read verses 5-8. These are the very 
last words of Jesus before He ascended 
into Heaven. The first half of verse 8 
is a promise. What is it? What a won- 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





derful promise this was and how much 
it was needed! Try to imagine yourself 
in this world about the year A.D. 30. 
Almost all the people in the world be- 
sides yourself are either heathen idol- 
aters or else bigoted Jews who hate the 
very name of Jesus Christ. You are 
one of a hundred and twenty people 
belonging to a minority group (i.e., the 
Jews) and hated even by them. Your 
leader is about to leave. What chance 
have you of making an impress upon 
the world with what will seem to them 
only a new religion, and a queer unpop- 
ular one at that? What would be the 
most natural thing for you and the 
other disciples to do? (Go back to your 
old occupation and live as you did three 
or four years ago, before you met the 
Master.) Matthew could go back to the 
customs office; Peter, Andrew, James, 
and John could go back to their fish 
nets, and so on.) Think how feeble and 
helpless the disciples must have felt 
when they realized that Christ was about 
to leave them. But what was His prom- 
ise? (They would receive power when 
the Holy Spirit came.) 

The next part of verse 8 is a com- 
mission. They were to be “witnesses.” 
Where? Do you see that they were to 
begin right where they were when the 
Holy Spirit came, i.e., in the city of 
Jerusalem? I know some of you girls are 
looking forward to being missionaries 
some day. But remember an ocean voy- 
age does not make anyone into a mis- 
sionary. It is the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and you need that now to witness 
effectually for the Lord right here where 
you live. 

After the disciples had witnessed in 
Jerusalem, they were to carry the mes- 
sage to all Judea and Samaria, i.e., to 
the surrounding territory. Then their 
circle was to widen to the uttermost 
parts of the earth. The Book of Acts 
can be divided into three parts (1) wit- 
nessing in Jerusalem, chapters 2 to 7, 
(2) witnessing in the surrounding terri- 
tory, chapters 8 to 12, and (3) witnessing 
to the uttermost parts of the earth, chap- 
ters 12 to 26. The Book of Acts is un- 
finished because the witness to the utter- 
most parts of the earth was unfinished 
when Luke wrote, and it is still unfin- 
ished. 

Let us read verses 9-14. How does 
this show that the disciples trusted the 
Lord’s promise that the Holy Spirit 
would come? (They did wait at Jeru- 
salem.) 

While the disciples were waiting for 
the Holy Spirit to come, they chose an- 
other follower of Christ to take the 
place of Judas. They found out that 
this was God’s will as they continued 
together in prayer and Bible study, be- 
cause it was written down in Psalm 109. 
Read Acts 1:21, 22, and see that this man 
was chosen to be the twelfth witness 
of Christ’s death and resurrection. These 
men were to declare that Christ was 
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alive, that they knew Him and had 
talked with Him since His death on the 
cross. “Witness” is one of the key words 
of Acts. Mark it every time you see 
it as you study Acts, and when we have 
finished this series of lessons we wil] 
count how many times we found it. 

You and I are to be witnesses of a 
risen Christ. Girls, never let anyone 
tell you that all religions are alike and 
are of approximately equal value. That 
is a lie from the pit of hell. Christian- 
ity is the only religion in the world 
that has a living founder. You and I] 
can introduce people today to a living 
Christ. A Buddhist cannot put anyone 
into a real relationship with Buddha, a 
Mohammedan cannot put anyone into a 
living relationship with Mohammed. You 
and I have the great honor of witness- 
ing to our living Saviour, and we have 
the wonderful privilege of introducing 
to Him anyone who wants to know Him. 
Christianity is unique. But how are we 
using this privilege? 

The early disciples used it faithfully. 
Their witness in the power of the Holy 
Spirit was so effective that— well, we 
better leave that until next week. But 
what if they had not witnessed faith- 
fully? Where would you and I have 
been? We, too, are commanded to wit- 
ness in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Are we doing it? Tell someone this 
week that Christ is alive, and tell her 
how you know that He is, 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Friends of Jesus Pray Together 
(Acts 1:12-14) 


HRISTMAS is over. New Year's 
Day is here. A whole new year is 
here. New lessons in the Bible are here, 
too. But first, see if you can tell who 
these pictures are of. (Pictures of Baby 
Jesus, of Christ teaching, of the Cruci- 
fixion, and of the Resurrection.) In 
discussing the first, recall the promise 
made to His mother of His being King; 
in the second, mention that He told 
His friends He would be King, and the 
Twelve should sit on twelve thrones 
with Him (Matt. 25:31; 19:28). But in- 
stead He had been murdered! All 
seemed ended. But the Resurrection 
came. He was alive; they saw Him. 
For forty days He visited with them 
at times. Would He be King now? One 
day they asked Him, “Lord, are you 
going to be King over our country now?” 
I imagine He shook His head, as He 
replied: “That is one of the Father's 
secrets. You do not need to know 
when.” You see, that was the Father's 
business— to make Christ King when 
He got ready. But the disciples had 
*business to attend to, too. “Stay in Je- 
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Lesson for January 1 


rusalem, and wait. Before long you 
will receive the Ho'y Spirit as I told 
you. Then you will be able to tell 
others about Me, first here in Jerusa- 
lem, then around our country of Judza, 
then on into the next country of Sa- 
maria, and finally off to the farthest 
parts of the world.” 

Right while they were looking at Him, 
they saw Him lifted up, up, up into 
the blue of heaven until at last a cloud 
covered Him, and they could see Him 
no more. On He went to sit down at 
the right hand of the throne of God. 
Back on earth His friends were still 


gazing up into the sky, when suddenly. 


they realized two men wearing white 
clothes —angels— were standing  be- 
side them. “Why do you stand gazing 
up into heaven? This same Jesus who 
is taken up from you into heaven will 
come back in the same way you saw 
Him go into heaven.” He would come 
back! Yes, He would be King then. 
They must be ready and have their 
work done for” Him before that hap- 
pened. 

Back into the city they went. And 
what do you think they did first? Had 
a prayer meeting with the women, and 
His mother Mary, and His brothers. A 
hundred and twenty people at prayer 
meeting! For ten days they had prayer 
meetings, and then something strange 
and wonderful happened, and off they 
started to tell about the Lord Jesus. We 
will talk about the strange and wonder- 
ful thing next time. And our other 
lessons will tell how they went to tell 
about the Lord Jesus first in Jerusalem 
and finally to far-off lands. 

Has the Lord Jesus got to be King 
on earth yet? No, but God’s promises 
are not changed. (Using the time line 
started two weeks ago, draw a cross 
near the arrow and star symbolizing His 
birth, then a curving mound and a 


doorway for the tomb, and then an arrow: 


pointing upward for His ascension. Un- 
derneath these print “33” years.) How 
Many years have gone by since the 
Lord Jesus lived on earth? (Print 
“1900” on the time line and draw fig- 
ures of boy and girl not quite to the 
right extremity of the line.) Here we 
are, and still waiting for the Lord to 
come back as King. How long or short 
it may be we do not know. (Put in 
question mark to represent time on the 
line, and at right extremity of the line 
put a downward arrow with a crown by 
it to symbolize His return.) 

Like His friends of long ago, there 
are two things to do to be ready for 
Him. First, we must be ready ourselves, 
believing in the Lord Jesus as our Sav- 
jour; second, telling others about Him 
so they can be ready, too. Shall we 
have a little prayer meeting right now 
about these things to gain the strength 
and power we need? “The Lord will 
give strength unto his people” (Psa. 29: 
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11, Memory Verse). The three stanzas 
of “Whisper a Prayer in the Morning” 
are appropriate to this lesson. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ODAY we begin a quarter of stories 

from the lives of the Christians in 
the early church. Perhaps the best 
way to make these people who lived so 
long ago seem real to the children is to 
use the flannelgraph. Most Primary 
teachers will have some figures of the 
disciples that they have used before. 
These can be used. For this first les- 
son, the scene should be in a room. 
The Bible says it was an upper room, 
but that need not be shown in your pic- 
ture—just a room with the disciples 
and some women praying. The children 
will understand that they are praying, 
if you have them kneeling, but if your 
figures don’t kneel, you will need t 
explain. 

Give them the background. The dis- 
ciples have just seen the Lord Jesus 
Christ ascend into Heaven, and the an- 
gels have told them that He will return 
in the same manner as they have seen 
Him go. One of the beautiful things 
about the early church was that they 
were always looking for Christ to re- 
turn. It was more natural for them per- 
haps than for us, as they had known 
Him in the flesh, and had a deep longing 
for Him to come back again. But each 
of us should be looking for Him to re 
turn, especially now, when all the signs 
point to His near return. 

He told them to go into Jerusalem 
and to wait until the Holy Spirit came 
upon them, and they were doing exactly 
what He told them to do. After the 
Holy Spirit came, they would be given 
power to go out and witness for Him 
in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth. But first 
they must wait till God prepared them 
by giving them His Holy Spirit. 

When we believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Holy Spirit comes into our 
hearts and we have Him to teach us 
and guide us, but so many times we do 
not listen to His voice, and we do our 
own way. That is one reason so many 
fail to do any work for Jesus. They 
are trying to do things for Jesus in their 
own way, and that does not bring suc- 
cess. We should do as the people in 
our lesson did, pray. 

They had much about which to pray. 
So have we. I think they talked over all 
the things that had just happened, how 
the Lord Jesus was arrested, tried, and 
crucified, and was raised from the dead 
on the third day. I know they reminded 
each other of everything He said and 
did during that marvelous forty days 
He was with them after His resurrec- 
tion. Can you not almost hear Peter 
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telling about the Lord’s charge to him 
to feed the lambs? And Peter was go- 
ing to do it. The disciples were all 
there except Judas, the betrayer who 
had hanged himself. Mary, the mother 
of Jesus was there. Just think what 
memories she had of His babyhood and 
boyhood and young manhood! How ter- 
rible Christ’s death must have been for 
her! But He was her Saviour as well 
as her son, and she knew He had to 
die. Don’t you remember how the Word 
said that at Christ’s birth, Mary kept 
all the things and pondered them in 
her heart? For over thirty years she 
had pondered—thought over’ them. 
Now she was here, praying with the 
rest of His followers. 

We can learn a lesson from these peo- 
ple praying, continuing in prayer. We 
should pray every day. How many of 
you think to pray in the morning? I 
like to say, “Good morning” to the Lord 
God as soon as I waken. Maybe you 
have to hurry ‘to be ready for breakfast, 
but it takes only a few seconds to say, 
“Dear Lord, thank you for taking care 
of me through the night. Please go 
with me today and keep me in your 
paths. Amen.” 


And I suppose almost all of you pray 
when you are ready for bed. But do 
you pray, or just “say” a prayer? The 
Lord’s Prayer is good for you to say, if 
you understand it and mean it, but if 
you only memorize it and say it without 
even thinking what it means, that is 
not pleasing to God. You should learn 
to talk to God in your own words, talk 
to Him as you would talk to your 
mother or father, telling Him about the 
day and what you did. Tell Him how 
sorry you are for the wrong things, 
and ask Him to forgive you. He is in- 
terested in all that you do, and He loves 
you even more than your father and 
mother. That seems strange to you, I 
know. It seemed strange to me when I 
was little, but it is true. Learn to talk 
to God, and then listen for His voice. 
You will not hear it with your ears, 
but with your heart, sometimes so plain 
you think you heard His voice with your 
ears, even as little Samuel heard Him 
long ago. 

FELTON, CALIF, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1132) 

1. The cry from the cross refers to a fin- 
ishing of the work assigned to the days of 
His humiliation, the work of atonement; but 
that was only the beginning of a world- 
wide work which flows from Calvary. (See 
Mark 1:1.) 

2. It was freed from the handicap of the 
disciples’ inability to accept His approach- 
ing death and resurrection. In the light of 
these accomplished events He could freely 
open the Scripture to them (Luke 24:26, 
27, 44-47). 

3. Himself, in living presence. It is still so, 

‘4. The disappearings were to teach them 
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to realize His presence even when unseen 
(2 Cor. 5:7). 

5. The Holy Spirit is the indispensable 
“equipment” for Christian service (v. 8). 

6. While the great principles of the King- 
dom of God are ours to know, some mat- 
ters are wisely withheld from us. Let us 
not fill the “blanks” with vain speculation. 

7. A blessed occupation—to witness (v. 
8). 

8. At least it means (a) a personal return 
(1 Thess 4:16); (b) a visible return (Rev. 
1:7); (c) a bodily return (Phil. 3:21). You 
may add to this, but don’t become fanciful. 

9. “With great joy” (Luke 24:52). They 
had not lost the Lord by His disappearance. 

10. It finds her one of a humble, praying 
group, not exalted above all saints as 
“queen of Heaven.” 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 1 
“In the Beginning God” 
(Gen, 1:1-3; John 1:1-4) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


“cc UDDY springs will have muddy 

streams,” reads an old proverb. 
What we do with the beginning of the 
year will, in a large measure, deter- 
mine its fruitage. And so it should be 
profitable to pause on the threshold of 
the year to take account of stock, and 
to ask ourselves just where we are 
headed. 

God’s Word recognizes the importance 
of the forward look, for in Philippians 
3:13, 14, we find, “This one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are be- 
hind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus.” Having 
learned the lessons God intended for us 
from the failures, disappointments, dis- 
illusionments, and difficulties of the past, 
our eyes are to be turned to the present 
and the future. There is no time to be- 
moan mistakes or meditate upon disap- 
pointments. The new year holds glo- 
rious opportunities if We will seize them, 
and by God’s grace make use of them. 

w 

But perhaps some of-us tremble as we 
look ahead, realizing from past experi- 
ence our lack of wisdom and our weak- 
ness. God’s Word confirms our sense 
of inadequacy when we read, “I know 
that the way of man is not in himself: 
it is not in man that walketh to direct 
his steps” (Jer. 10:23). But, we are 
reassured by the same Word, which tells 
us, “The steps of a good man are or- 
dered by the Lord: and he delighteth 
in his way. Though he fall, he shall 


not be utterly cast down: for the Lord 
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upholdeth him with his hand” (Psa, 37: 
23, 24). 

Our part, then, is in all our ways to 
“acknowledge him” (Prov. 3:5, 6); to 
“commit” our “way unto the Lord” (Psa. 
37:5); and to yield all that we are and 
have to His control (Rom. 12:1, 2), so 
that He may direct our paths, and may 
show us His perfect and acceptable will 
for the days that are ahead. 


4 

Like Moses of old, our determination 
should be, “If thy presence go not with 
me, carry us not up hence” (Exod. 33:15), 
a determination that is utterly unwill- 
ing to go forward in any direction that 
God does not indicate, or in which He 
does not lead. With such an attitude 
on our part, we may have the absolute 
assurance that “he which hath begun a 
good work in you will perform [per- 
fect] it until the day of Jesus Christ” 
(Phil. 1:6), for it is “the Lord, he it 
is that doth go before thee; he will be 
with thee, he will not fail thee, neither 
forsake thee: fear not, neither be dis- 
mayed” (Deut. 31:8). It is then that 
we know the comfort and assurance 
that the Psalmist had when he wrote, “I 
am continually with thee: thou hast 
holden me by my right hand. Thou 
shalt guide me with thy counsel” (Psa. 
73:23, 24). It is then that we may know, 
with Paul, that blessed assurance which 
he expressed when he said, “For I am 
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor pow- 
ers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38, 39). 

Are you willing to step forward into 
1950 with such a determination and with 
such an assurance? If you are, then the 
coming new year will indeed be the 
best you have ever known. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Children at Home 


« The Best Christmas Present 


A tue story 
By J. B. Tweter 


‘¢ HAT is the meaning of Christ- 

mas?” asked the Christian Chi- 
nese nurse, Miss Wang, as she taught 
a class of street urchins in Shanghai in 
1937. 

“It is the time we give presents to peo- 
ple,” someone replied. 

Miss Wang felt that they had missed 
the meaning of the Christmas miracle, 
but she would not lose heart. “And to 
whom do we give presents?” she asked 
again. 

“We give to those who are less fortu- 
nate than ourselves.” 

“Who might that be?” she wondered 
out loud. 
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“Us, because we have lost our parents 
in the war,” they declared. “And we 
have no homes; we have no work to do, 
and no money !” 

Miss Wang was astonished. Then she 
suggested that they look about them till 
next Sunday to see if there were any- 
body else worse off than they were. 
The next Sunday they were back again. 
They had made a startling discovery. 

“Just outside the city there is a 
prison,” they exclaimed, “and the crim- 
inals in it are worse off than we are!” 

They wanted to give these prisoners 
a Christmas present. But all the money 
they had was thirty-three cents, and 
that was not enough to buy anything to 
give them. Then one boy got a bright 
idea. Everybody liked to crack water- 
melon seeds to eat, so why not invest in 
that and give it to the prisoners, and 
then sing carols for them? 

But when they came to the keeper of 
the prison he turned them away. “They 
are being punished for their crimes,” 
he said sternly. “Why should anyone 
try to make their lot happier?” 

The disappointed “warphans” returned 
to Miss Wang. One of them suddenly 
came up with another idea. They would 
make up little packages of watermelon 
seeds and write a message of comfort 
inside of each one. The message was: 

“CHRISTMAS IS JESUS’ BIRTHDAY. 
HE LOVES YOU!” 

The next day an urgent message came 
to Miss Wang from the keeper of the 
prison. Would she bring her boys to 
the jail and explain the mystery of the 
message the boys had written? The 
prisoners would give him no peace until 
it was all explained to them. The prison 
had opened to them at last, and when 
the Christmas message was given, sev- 
eral of the criminals opened their hearts 
to accept Jesus Christ as their very own 
Christmas present! 
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The Environment of the 


Early Church 


(Continued from page 1129) 


were practiced. Slavery often devel- 
oped cruelty in the master, for the slave 
could not protect himself, and could be 
oppressed with impunity. 

The gladiatorial games, in which hun- 
dreds of men were maimed or slaugh- 
tered for the pleasure of the spectators, 
and the coarse plays of the Roman stage, 
with their debasing jests and obsceni- 
ties, corrupted the popular mind. The 
language of many of the writers of the 
period is untranslatable, and much of 
the art that has been recovered from 
the ruins of Pompeii and Herculaneum, 
where it lay for centuries under the 
ashes of Vesuvius, cannot be exhibited. 

Such influences left their mark upon 
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Lesson for January 1 


the daily life of the world. Divorce be- 
came easy and frequent in the upper 
classes. Murder and infanticide were 
common. The attitude of this age to 
childhood is illustrated by a letter from 
Hilarion to his wife Alis, written while 
he was in a distant city. In speaking of 
an expected child, he says, “If you bear 
a child, if it is a male, let it live; if a 
female, expose it.” 10 Undoubtedly there 
were many relatively decent people 
whose virtues have gone unchronicled. 
Large public benefactions, such as libra- 
ries and baths, were often made by pri- 
vate individuals. The prevailing trend, 
however, was toward degeneracy, as the 
subsequent history of the empire showed. 

Into this atmosphere Christianity was 
porn. Although it was not primarily a 
political or a social environment, its 
effects were soon felt. It was a constant 
rebuke to the current evils of its day. 
The purity and power of the lives of 
the early Christians were a testimony 
to their faith, and made them indeed 
“children of God .. . in the midst of 
a crooked and perverse generation” 
(Phil. 2:15). 


1 Translated from text as given in G. Milli- 
gan, “Greek Papyri,” (Cambridge University 
Press, 1910, p. 33). 


(To be continued) 
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Levites’ Work 


(Continued from second page) 


called particularly “the Lord’s work”? 
It was not for the porters, loaders, or 
the builders to criticize the carriers’ 
work, nor for them to envy those with 
wagons — all was arranged by God Him- 
self, 

“I therefore . . . beseech you that ye 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
ye are called, with all lowliness and 
meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing 
one another in love . . . unto every one 
of us is given grace according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ ... He 

.. gave gifts unto men... some, 
apostles” (Eph. 4:1-11). 

Before entering on their service, the 
Levites were cleansed with water (show- 
ing us in type the washing of the Word 
applied by the Spirit to our daily life), 
and offerings for atonement and dedica- 
tion were made. Then the Israelites had 
to lay hands on the Levites, identifying 
themselves with the work to be done 
for the Lord. 


Next we get the startling words, “And 
Aaron shall offer the Levites before the 
Lord for an offering of the children of 
Israel, that they may execute the serv- 
ice of the Lord” (Num. 8:11). This was 
to be sacrificial service. And is not all 
teal work for God sacrificial? Not for 
atonement, but for blessing. Self-seek- 
€fs are easily detected, but the real 
Worker gives himself to, and in, the 
work. What surprises there will be in 
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the day of manifestation and reward! 


Note that the Levites were not only 
the Lord’s, but He belonged to them. 
Instead of an inheritance in the Land 
like the other tribes, we read, “The 
Lord is his inheritance” (Deut. 18:2). 
As they were God’s own, He gave them 
to Aaron as a gift. Listen to our great 
High Priest in His recorded interces- 
sory prayer: “Thine they were, and 
thou gavest them me”—seven times 
does He allude to that fact (John 17: 
6ff.). How He values that gift as from 
His Father, and the gift included those 
who should believe through the apostles’ 
words — and this includes us! 


Is it thinkable that He will lose even 
one? Scattered in their cities through- 
out the land, the Levites remind us of 
the many servants of the Lord today, 
scattered everywhere. Think of the 
missionaries. Preaching and teaching? 
Yes, but often cleaning and scouring, 
dusting and cooking —just what filled 
so much of the Levites’ time. Count the 
copper and brass vessels — who cleaned 
and polished them? Who cleaned up 
after the perpetual sacrifices? The very, 
so-called “menial” work, refused in 
many quarters today, was that to which 
God’s separated, consecrated, and hon- 
ored Levites were appointed as their 
life work. A few attained to fame (like 
Samuel), but by far the majority were 
obscure and unrecognized. 

No, there is no dead level in God’s 
household; and as one star differeth from 
another, so shall it be in glory; and the 
rewards will be for faithfulness, not for 
brilliance. 


But the Levites’ history was checkered, 
and on one sad occasion they did not 
carry the Ark as commanded, which 
resulted in the death of Uzzah and the 
loss for three months of David’s priv- 
ilege of having the Ark near him (2 
Sam. 6:6-11). He had done the right 
thing in the wrong way. But when he 
heard of blessing in Obededom’s house, 
the Levites were employed to carry the 
Ark as God commanded, and with joy 


and gladness it was placed in the tent 


prepared for it. e 


Later, when transport was no longer 
needed, David appointed the Levites to 
“wait on the-sons of Aaron ... in the 
courts, and in the chambers, and in the 
purifying of all holy things .. . for the 
shewbread, and for the fine flour... 
and .. . unleavened cakes, and for that 
which is baked in the pan, and for that 
which is fried, and for all manner of 
measure and size; and to stand every 
morning to thank and praise the Lord 

. and that they should keep the 
charge .. . in the service of the house 
of the Lord” (1 Chron, 23:28-32). 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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you could talk to just a few 
of the many satisfied men 
and women who hold 
American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreements . . . 


if you could see what it 
means to receive a regular, 
generous, guaranteed, lifetime income, 
with no financial worries, no invest- 
ment expenses attached .. . 


YOU TOO would plan to enjoy the 
same comfort and protection in your 
old age—the same deep satisfaction of 
sharing in the American Bible Society’s 
single-minded, never-changing, 133- 
year-old work of making the Bible 
available to all the peoples of the world 
in all their many languages. 


YOU TOO would invest in American 
Bible Society Annuity Agreements, 
which provide generously for your own 
future financial security and at the same 
time help finance the Society’s great 
Christian Mission. 
LEARN MORE about this Annuity 
Plan, how it can be arranged to suit 
your own circumstances and 
needs, starting with as little as 
$100, and how it entitles you to 
certain tax exemptions. Write 
today for the important 
FREE booklet, “A Gift 
That Lives.” 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY WITHOUT FAIL! 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


Please send me, without obligation, your 
booklet 6SS entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
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offers curricula leading to the 
B.A., the B.R.E., and the Th.B. 
degrees. Write for catalog. 


A Christian College Program 
in the heart of New York City 


The NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 





340 West 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 
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time instructors. 
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The 25th Anniversary of 
the Old Fashioned Revival Hour 


HARLES E. FULLER, originator and 

director of the Old Fashioned Re- 
vival Hour, celebrates twenty-five years 
of Gospel broadcasting this January. 
There will be a special program each 
Sunday of the month. 

In 1924 Charles E. Fuller made his first 
radio broadcast over KTSI, the station 
of the Bible Institute cf Los Angeles. 
Mr. Fuller then continu-d broadcas‘ing 
from Calvary Church in Placentia, where 
he served as pastor from 1925 to 1932. 
About this same time broadcasts were 
begun from the studios of KGER in 
Long Beach and from these studios the 
Pilgrims’ Hour first originated, later to 
be held «in the Municipal Auditorium, 
Long Beach. In addition he conducted a 
Bible class on the radio Saturday nights. 

In 1933 the Gospel Broadcasting Asso- 
ciation was organized and a half-hour 
weekly broadcast was begun over KFI, 
Los Angeles, soon to be supplemented 
by KNX, another 50,000 watt station. 
By 4935 he had decided to try a full 
hour’s program, and the Women’s Club 
of Hollywood was engaged for the trial 
broadcasts. In those early days there 
was no organized choir, and Mr. Fulle 
would call for volunteer singers fror 
the audience just before going on the 
air. This was the humble beginning o 
the now world-famous Old Fashioned 
Revival Hour. 

By January, 1937, the program changed 
to the Mutual Broadcasting System 
usin¥ thirteen stations. and going as far 
east as Gary, Ind. By October of that 
same year the entire Mutual Network 
of sixty-five stations was being used, 
and the message could now be heard 
from coast to coast. 

During the years of 1942, 1943, and 1944 
the Old Fashioned Revival Hour grew 
until it could be heard throughout the 
world. 

In the summer of 1949 the Old Fash- 
ioned Revival Hour commenced regular 
Sunday services over one of America’s 
leadjng networks, the American Broad- 
casting Company, and today there is 
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Fuller Foundation Evangelism eliminates the worst of 
the old and includes the best of the new in Evangelism 


An Evangelistic Campaign or a Bible Conference can be 
arranged for your church. Write 


FULLER EVANGELISTIC FOUNDATION 


Dr. Charles E. Fuller, President 


PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 
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hardly a city, hamlet, or village where 
this great program cannot be heard. 
Surely these twenty-five years of 
Charles E. Fuller’s before the micro- 
phone proclaiming the Gospel have been 
a testimony to God’s will and power. 
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With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





The Faith That Satisfies. By William 
M. Anderson, Jr., D.D. (Loizeaux Bros., 
New York 10; $2.) While Dr. Anderson 
preached these sermons from his pul- 
pit in the First Presbyterian Church, 
Dallas, Tex., a member of the congre- 
gation took them down in shorthand. 
Now, fourteen years after the pastor's 
death, they are given to the public in 
the same extemporaneous style in which 
they were delivered. 

Here are nineteen warmly evangelis- 
tic messages. They are short, simple, 
Scriptural, and sincere. The _ illustra- 
tions are taken mostly from pastoral 
experience, and reveal something of Dr. 
Anderson’s love of the Saviour and of 
souls. He was in every way faithful 
to the Word. Frequently, in the course 
of this book, he takes occasion to warn 
against the heretical views of the Mod- 
ernist and the infidelity of the pseudo- 
scientist. His handling of such subjects 
as “The Love of God,” “Behold the 
Lamb of God!” “Four Good Reasons for 
Trusting Christ,” “Assurance,” “Peace,” 
“Our Hope,” among others, shows Chris- 
tianity to be indeed “the faith that sat- 
isfies.” 


Effective Outlines and IMlustrations. 
By Hyman J. Appelman. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 
$1.50.) The two sections of this book are 
not of equal value. The first part con- 
sisting of outlined messages and texts 
is the better part. Arranged consecu- 
tively by Scripture verse, some of the 
outlines are expository, others topical; 
but, without exception, all are fine and 
reveal something of the secret of Mr. 
Appelman’s well-conceived and effective 
preaching. 

The illustrations, which make up the 
second part of the book with few excep- 
tions reflect the highly emotional char- 
acter of the evangelist’s methods. Who 
else could use them effectively? Many 
of them are well within the realm of 
sentimentality. A number of them are 
so similar that one almost wonders if 
the same story is not repeated in a 
slightly different setting. 

A most questionable story tells of an 
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old Negress who gives answer to the 
question, “Are you alone?” The evange- 
list records: “She took the corncob pipe 
from her mouth. Deliberately she mois- 
tened her lips. ‘Jes me and Jesus,’ she 
said.” There may be pipe-smoking be- 
lievers here and there, but such ones are 
rarely good illustrations of the com- 
panionship of a believer and his Lord. 
The fine outlines and the few illustra- 
tions genuinely universal in appeal, how- 
ever, make the book a useful one for 
Christian workers. 





Seven Christian Graces. By Alexander 
McLaren, D.D. (Pickering & Inglis, Ltd., 
Glasgow C. 2, Scotland. May be had 
from Fleming H. Revell Co., New York 
10; $1.50.) An exposition of the “rosary 
of Christian graces” given in 2 Peter 
1:5 to 7. Seven chapters take up in 
turn the characteristics that are to de- 
velop from a true faith in Christ. These 
studies are not found in McLaren’s “Ex- 
positions of Holy Scripture,” but par- 
take of the same characteristics of beau- 
tiful style, deep rooting in Scripture, 
and an evangelical relating of all moral 
growth to saving faith in Christ. Dr. 
McLaren died in 1910, but his ministry 
still goes on through his writings. This 
new volume will be suggestive to the 
preacher, and deeply searching as de- 
votional reading for all. He has that 
spiritual insight which goes to the heart 
of each subject and finds Christ there. 
The flavor of his writing is found in 
the concluding paragraph: 

“It is when the love of Christ to me 
dawns on my heart that I am brought, 
and only by that faith shall we ever 
be brought, to the broad charity that 
grasps all the men whom Christ has 
grasped, and that cannot but love in its 
poor measure them whom He so much 
loved that He died for them.” 


Sister Abigail. By Clara S. Feidler. 
(Gospel Folio Press, Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $1.75.) Here is a new and en- 
larged edition of the story of one of 
God’s choice saints, told in a simple 
and straightforward way by one who 
knew her well. Her father was a col- 
league of George Mueller of the Bristol 
Orphanages, and from her childhood she 
learned the secret of believing prayer. 
Her desire to go to China as a mission- 
ary was hindered because of God-given 
responsibilities she could not evade. She 
turned disappointment into spiritual vic- 
tory and prayed another out to the field. 
Coming, in later years, to America, she 
made her home in Buffalo, and founded 
El Nathan, a home run on the faith lines 
of Mr. Mueller’s work, to minister to 
aged andinfirm. The book is replete with 
personal incidents illustrating the power 
of the Gospel, and the faithfulness of 
God in answering believing prayer. The 


story of her father’s letter to Queen 
Victoria concerning assurance of salva- 
tion, and the Queen’s clear avowal of 
faith is one of many unusual incidents. 





’ 
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It is a thoroughly wholesome and help- 
ful story, which cannot fail to shame us 
for our lapses from complete trust in 
God and to spur us to greater devoted- 
ness in His service. 


W. H. Aldis. By Andrew MacBeath, 
M.A., B.D. (Marshall, Morgan & Scott, 
London; China Inland Mission, 237 W. 
School Lane, Philadelphia 44; $1.50.) 
Few men of our time have had such in- 
fluence and responsibilities in the Eng- 
lish-speaking Christian world as W. H. 
Aldis. He was Home Director of the 
China Inland Mission, one of the largest 
interdenominational missions in the 
world and signally blessed of God; 
chairman of the great Keswick Con- 
vention, which has been a source of 
strength to thousands of Christians for 
over seventy years; and president of 
the London Bible College and of the 
Missionary School of Medicine. He 
served for two terms, totaling seven- 
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WEEKS YOU WON’T FORGET... 
Jan. 29 Le Gel. 19 
REASONS YOU WON’ T FORGET THESE MEETINGS: 


WELL-KNOWN’ SPEAKERS 


JAN. 29 - FEB. 4 





DR. T. ROLAND PHILIPS, pastor, 
Arlington Presbyterian Church, Baltimore, Md. 


RALPH H. STOLL, pastor, 
Calvary independent Baptist Church, Altoona, Pa. 


DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON, president, 
Moody Bible Institute 


FEB. 5 - FEB. 11 


FEB. 12 - FEB. 19 


SIX FASCINATING FILMS 


“GOD OF CREATION” —JAN. 30 
“AGAINST THE TIDE’—FEB. 4 
“GOD OF THE ATOM” —FEB. 6 
“THEY FOLLOW ON’’—FEB. 11 
“VOICE OF THE DEEP”—FEB. 13 “DUST OR DESTINY” —FEB. 18 


All showings will be held at 9:00 P.M. 


INSPIRING, ENJOYABLE MUSIC 


Treat yourself to hearty, earnest congregational singing directed by 
EDWIN GUBER, song leader and tenor soloist 
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teen years, as a missionary under the 
China Inland Mission, which gave him 
thorough preparation for his duties as 


stor catalogue €-83 hor Home Director in England. He had great 
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LITHUANIA CALLS! 


Hear the soul-hun cry of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians scattered over the world— 
= ssessed, dissatisfied, without Christ 

the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
poe profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 
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Write for the Bible Witness — FREE. Your prayers 
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G. P. Rand, President Thomas MacDonald, General Secretary. 
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gifts as an administrator and as chair- 
man at small conferences of leaders or 
at great mass meetings. He was beloved 
by young people and liked to be with 
them and help them on in the Chris- 
tian life. He was physically strong and 
robust, had tremendous energy, and, 
while a deeply spiritual man, he was 
sane, wholesome, and had a sense of 
humor. Dr. MacBeath, who knew Mr. 
Aldis intimately, has drawn a vivid and 
attractive picture of a winsome servant 
of God in this short biography of 100 
pages. Its brevity is perhaps in its 
favor, in these busy days. Here is good 
reading for anyone, and much wise coun- 
sel and spiritual uplift for all Chris- 
tian workers, and particularly for those 
who are in places of leadership. 


Sparklets. By Dr. C. Norman Bartlett. 
(Service and Supplies for Christian 
Work, 21 Maiden Lane, New York 7; 
paper, 50 cents; leatherette, 85 cents.) 
Dr. Bartlett is a beloved member of the 
Moody Bible Institute faculty, and is 
noted for his ability to make the Word 
of God sparkle with expressions that 
are pungent and filled with wisdom. A 
“sparklet” is given for each day of the 
year. Here are a few, taken from the 
first day of several months: 

January 1, “How about a new you for 
a new year?” (Eph. 4:22-24.) 

March 1, “Our fruitage for Christ re- 
veals our rootage in Him” (1 John 2:6). 

May 1, “The world clothes sin with 
glamour, but the Word strips sin of 
glamour” (Psa. 1:4). 

September 1, “We must be strong in 

the Lord to be strong for the Lord” (Eph. 
6:10). 
Bound mechanically the pages lie fiat, 
thus permitting easy reading. The book- 
let should prove helpful to pastors, Sun- 
day school teachers, and, in fact, all 
Christians, 


Youthspiration Handbook. By George 
F, Santa. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $1, paper.) The sub- 
title, “A Manual of Practical Aids for 
Successful Youth Meetings and Parties,” 
describes exactly the content of this 
much needed volume, where thirteen 
programs feature titles as intriguing as 
they are different. One for example, 
called “Double Everything,” plans for 
each part of the meeting, including the 
offering, to be taken by twins or those 
acting as twins. Another rejoices in 
the cold title, “Sub-Zero,” and has that 
to offer which will change the sluggish 
circulation into something that will glow 
and burn and shine for God. Indeed 


all dull moments seem to fly out the 
window as one follows the variety of 
, drills, skits, and newscasts, and the tips 
An “unrutted” prayer, singing, and seri- 
ous Bible study. The spiritual empha- 
sis is unmistakable, even in the three 





December 17, 1949 
parties planned, for not only is the way 
of salvation made plain, but “Christian” 
sins, such as gossip and wounded pride 
are exposed and judged. And those pre. 
pared for it are shown how to discover 
God’s green light in the path of service 

The Who’s Who of sourceship includes 
Dr. Walter L. Wilson, Jack Wyrtzen, Dr. 
Charles Fuller, Gil Dodds, and Dr, Wil. 
liam L, Pettingill. As might be ex. 
pected, Torrey Johnson writes the Fore. 
word, and the editorial director 
heightens his work with a number of 
drawings for use in announcements and 
invitations. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 26 to January 1 


Mon.—Luke 24:44-49. 
The Message and the Mission, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in 
his name among all nations, beginning 
at Jerusalem.” A “Thus it is written” 
was used by our Lord to lay responsi- 
bility upon His apostles for the carrying 
out of His great commission. Paul, it 
will be remembered, quoted, “A light 
of the Gentiles,” as His Scriptural war- 
‘ant for world-wide Gospel proclamation, 
Christ and the Word give us our Gospel 
work. But let us not forget that the 
Living Word, and the written Word lay 
upon us the duty of calling people to 
repentance, and to enjoy the blessing of 
“remission of sins,” made available to us 
through His blood. Pray for a mighty 
work of grace among ministers. 
Tues.—Acts 1:1-8. Power Assured. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me.” Power to witness is the accom- 
paniment of the Spirit’s presence with 
us in*Gospel ministrations. God does 
not give power for service like money 
to spend. The Spirit is executive to 
guide, guard, bless, and use the obe- 
dient witness. The necessity for the 
work of the Spirit in and through us 
is sadly overlooked by many of us, 
Gospel effects are not by our power, 
but by the Spirit’s power and might. 
All who can say, “Not I, but Christ,” 
have His power assured. Pray for @ 
more definite effort on the part of pas- 
tors to convert false professors. 
Wed.—Acts 1:9-14. United Prayer. 

PraYER SuccestTions: “All continued 
with one accord in prayer and supplica- 
tion.” One hundred and twenty Chris- 
tians in accord with the will of God and 
praying for the blessing of Pentecost 
were the ones that God honored in the 
founding of the Church. These first 
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Christians, dwelling in the midst of anti- 
christian Jerusalem, were used to in- 
augurate the first and greatest revival 
of church history. Within a few days 
of their assembly the Lord had wrested 
from the domination of antichristian 
leaders. three thousand souls; and soon 
these wicked enemies of God were ris- 
ing early in the morning to counsel to- 
gether about stopping the revival that 
was sweeping a great number of priests 
as well as multitudes into the Church of 
God. More things are wrought by the 
Lord in answer to united prayer than this 
world appreciates. Pray for more Bibli- 
cal prayer meetings in the churches. 
Thurs.—Acts 1:15, 16, 21-26. 
Successor to Judas. 
PraYER SuccEsTions: “The lot fell upon 
Matthias; and he was numbered with 
the eleven apostles.” The Lord’s desig- 
nation of Matthias after prayer and vot- 
ing by the disciples and apostles com- 
pleted the circle of witnesses to Christ’s 
resurrection needed on the Day of Pen- 
tecost. It is idle to say that Matthias 
could not have been one of the number, 
though elected, because he was never 
heard from afterward. Neither were 
Thomas or Simon Zelotes: but that did 
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surprises awaiting us when we get to 
Heaven. Some men’s deeds are open 
beforehand, and others follow after, 
Pray for all young ministers. 
Fri—1 Peter 2:9-12. 
The Motive fer Christian Behavior. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye . . . in time 
past were not a people, but are now 
the people of God: which had not ob- } 
tained ; 
mercy.” The motive for Christian be- — 
havior and every form of Christian serv- 
ice is the same. The love of Christ 
is the constraining motive. The appeal 
of need is great, and the example of 
Christ is greater: but the love of Christ 
shed abroad in our heart by the Holy 
Ghost is the greatest moving force the 
soul can ever know. Pray that we may 
know the love of Christ which passeth 
knowledge. 
Sat.—2 Corinthians 5:11-15, 
Persuading Men. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Knowing there- 
fore the terror of the Lord, we persuade 
men.” The very doctrine that awakens 
and persuades men is often neglected by 
God's servants. “The terror of the Lord” 
is wanting in most sermons today. If 
we had more weeping and wailing here 
and now, there would be less of it in 
the time of judgment. Here is a “bur- 
den” which needs to be laid upon all 
people before we can have real evangeli- 
cal conversions. Pray for more Biblical, 
and solemn, preaching of the judgment 
in pulpits. 
Sun.—John 14:12-17. The Spirit, Our Helper. 
PRAYER Succestions: “The Spirit of 
truth; whom the world cannot receive, 
because it seeth him not, neither know- 
eth him: but ye know him; for he dwell- 
eth with you, and shall be in you.” Our 
Lord’s comfort for His people is made 
available to them through the Holy 
Spirit. They know Him, and He dwell- 
eth in them, and is with them all through 
life. And the consolations of Christ 
through the Spirit makes them joyful 
in all their tribulations, and abounds to 
them through the Scriptures. The Spirit 
of truth who inspired them reveals them 
to the humble suppliants. Pray for 
richer experience in the comforts of the 
Holy Ghost, 


mercy, but now have obtained # 
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